REGULAR MEETING

CITY COUNCIL

APRIL 10, 2013
The Mayor and City Council of the City of Syracuse, Nebraska met at 6:00 P.M. on April 10, 2013 for their regular meeting in Council Chambers at 495 Midland Street.  Present were Mayor Ortiz, Council members Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer and Henke.  Notice of meeting was given by posting in three places.  A copy of the posting notice and acknowledgement of notice to the Council is attached to these minutes.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice.  All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the meeting was open to the public.

Stephanie DeGrott of Burr & Associates presented the Treasurer’s report.  Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to approve the treasurer’s report and the following claims, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas: Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None. 



A-1 Locksmith




157.50 


AFLAC





535.56


Agri Drain Corporation



  87.87


Allied Refuse Services



422.78


Aqua-Chem, Inc.




150.00


Aramark Uniform Services



148.97


B & B Pump N Go, Inc.

                     1,129.54


B & B Pump N Go, Inc.



429.84



Barco Municipal Products


         1,258.14



Ben Steele





100.00


Burr & Associates


                     1,450.97


Caleb Frede





  25.00



Capital Business Systems, Inc.


  55.29



Cardmember Service                                               
243.60


Carol Linquist





926.83



Chris Parde





  25.00



Chris Richardson




  75.00



Christa Reed





  25.00



Chuck’s Computer Repair



  25.00



City of Syracuse




886.60


City of Syracuse




  79.87



Creighton University




190.00



Combined Revenue Bonds Pri. & Int.
       16,220.00



Combined Revenue Bonds 2012                           31,091.25



Danner Construction




751.40


David Partsch




            100.00



Dawn Maier





325.00



Dearborn National Life Ins. Co.


178.88


Demco                                                                          90.69


Double Day                                                                  69.16


Dutton Lainson Co.



         2,783.06


EMS Billing Services, Inc.

                     2,101.16


Enerspect Medical Solutions, Inc.


306.22



Eric Behrends





150.00



Eric Straw





100.00



Environmental Analysis South, Inc.


  27.00


Farmers’ Cooperative 




  28.20


Ferrellgas, Inc.




  24.00


Fireguard, Inc.





  58.88



Garry Carman




         3,236.57



Gatehouse Media Nebraska Holdings, Inc.

272.97


Gatehouse Media Nebraska Holdings, Inc.

  15.60



Granneman Agency




100.00
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GE Money Bank/Amazon



396.17


Hawkins, Inc.





337.96


Heath Christiansen                                                       88.24


Hemje Plumbing & Heating                                      
400.50


Ingram Library Services                                             185.07


JEO Consulting Group, Inc.


         3,922.75


Jason LaFollette



         1,726.42



Julie Slafter





  66.60



Julie Slafter





510.05



Julie Slafter





  80.53



Kastens Ford, LTD



         3,790.17


Kim Parde





175.00



Larson






  70.20



Liberty National Life Ins. Company


  24.00



Lynn Lyon





  75.00



Matheson Tri-Gas, Inc.



  61.87


Meyer’s Body Shop




  99.95


Mike’s Window Service, LLC


  63.90



Moore Medical Corp.




234.76



Municipal Supply Inc. of NE


         3,350.40


Nebraska City EMS Assoc.



  70.00



Nebraska City Utilities                                            1,600.16


Nebraska City Utilities



223.26



Nebraska Library Commission


500.00


NE Department of Env. Quality


150.00



NE Public Health Env. Lab.                                       329.00


Nebraska Municipal Power Pool

         1,112.00


Omaha Public Power District                              116,615.21


One Call Concepts, Inc.



  10.80


Otoe County                                                           13,333.35



Percival Culligan Water



  17.45


Petty Cash




              55.83


Precast Products




  26.40



Prevention





  22.97



Quality Fence Company


         1,168.42



Ron Apel





  25.00



Sam’s Club/GECRB




262.15


SE Community College



245.00



Security Equipment Inc.



162.00



Shaffer Communications


         1,204.09



Sharon Morrow




449.61



Southeast Seamless Guttrs & Home Imp.

160.00



Sporhase Plumbing & Heating


621.11


Stutheit Implement Co.



224.12


Syracuse Do It Best




352.07


Syracuse Do It Best




487.15



Syracuse Iron Works




100.44


Syracuse Lumber Co.



    
707.64


Syracuse Lumber Co.




368.53



Syracuse Motor Supply



421.99


Syracuse Vet. Service




225.03


Syracuse Vol. Fire Dept.



476.84


Tennant Sales & Service Co.


         
  51.17


Terry’s Family Foods                                                 202.13


Teten Electric, Inc.



         1,411.29



Tim Antes





  75.00



Tim Wilson





290.96



The Book Farm, Inc.




  18.95


Todd Aksamit





282.90
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Tripple D’s Saloon




  25.00



Tri-State Office Products



  25.97


United Healthcare



       11,167.13


US Postal Service




200.00



Western Area Power Administration

         3,842.91


William Breazile




  25.00



Windstream




         1,063.72


Windstream





  96.23



US Postal Service




306.93


Todd Aksamit



                     1,680.21


Shayna Aksamit




104.09



Susan Antes



                     1,400.46


Carolyn Bremer


                   
182.70


Roy Bretthorst





210.10


Garry Carman




         2,671.49


Deborah Dettmer




  92.35


Kelly Farmer




         1,798.05


Eldon Halm




   
115.44


Eldon Halm




         1,891.04  


Kristina Henke



  
  92.35


Peggy Hobscheidt



         1,699.93


Kurt Kastens




         2,070.84


Jason LaFollette



         1,685.54


Carol Linquist





115.44


Chris Lutjemeyer




  92.35


Lynn Lyon





  92.35


Linda Merritt





  92.35


Cassandra Oestmann




  46.86


Tomas Ortiz





369.40


Kenneth Parde





115.44


Tracy Sachs





115.44


Julie Slafter                                                              1,398.58


Richard Sitzman




115.44


Benjamin Steele



         1,382.75


Jeffery Vogt




         2,181.60


Timothy Wilson




115.44


Michelle Zahn





413.73
Sue Antes, Librarian appeared before Mayor and Council to discuss a charity run for the Syracuse Public Library on August 13, 2013 at 7:00 P.M.    The run is being sponsored by the Friends of the Library and the funds will be used for the summer reading program and other children programs.  The run will consist of a 5K for adults and a 3K for children.  Mrs. Antes stated that Tim Christians will do all the organization of the run and also provide the liability insurance needed.  Mr. Christians will bring into City Hall a copy of the insurance certificate and route for run.
Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to approve a 5K and 3K charity run for the Syracuse Public Library on August 13, 2013 at 7:00 P.M. providing that route and certificate of insurance is on file at City Hall, second by Lyon.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None.   
SHERIFF REPORT – Report presented by Chief Deputy Mike Holland.  There were 70 calls in March, 15 being Rescue calls.  Chief Deputy Holland stated that a vehicle stolen in Nemaha County was found in Syracuse.  Chief Deputy Holland also reported that a  Meth lab was also discovered after firemen were called to a fire on 9th Street.  One individual was arrested and more arrests may be coming.
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PARKS & RECREATION REPORT – Report presented by Recreation Coordinator Ben Steele.  Coordinator Steele reported that the on May 4 & 5 there will be a Syracuse Early 
Bird 12 & under girls’ tournament and on June 8 & 9 girls’ 18 & under tournament; there will be several boys’ baseball tournaments in May, June & July.  
Jill Crook, Barry Janssen and Carolyn Gigstad appeared before Mayor and Council to discuss the playground equipment at the Ball Complex.  Mrs. Crook asked if the City had a date when the electrical and water lines will be moved so they can proceed with the dirt work.  Superintendent Garry Carman and Mayor Ortiz will walk the area and locate lines.  
The committee was asked to submit a time line for project; therefore Superintendent Carman will have an idea when he needs to have the City work completed.  Mrs. Crook stated that she would get a schedule completed and to City Hall.

Discussion was held on whether there would be an increase in percent paid to groups working in concession stand at Sports Complex.  Mayor and Council agreed to leave the percentage at 20% for this year and possibility look into giving the groups a bonus at the end of the season.

Mayor Ortiz explained to Council that there is a transformer at Sports Complex that needs to be fenced.  The open transformer is a safety hazard and needs to be fenced before games start at Complex.

Mayor Ortiz reviewed with Council the two bids received.  Bid from Quality Fence Company in the amount of $2,336.84 and American Fence Company in the amount of $3,245.00.  
Council member Lyon made the motion to accept the bid from Quality Fence Company in the amount of $2,336.84, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – Report presented by Superintendent of Public Works Garry Carman.
  Matt Kalin, JEO Consulting Group, Inc., appeared to review the contractor voluntary deducts for the Electric Underground Distribution Replacement project.  Mr. Kalin stated that he reviewed the deducts and his recommendations are as follows:  IES Commercial, Inc. accept deducts of $3,661.00 to allow all UG raceway to be SDR13.5 HDPE, changing the bid total to $389,804 and Watts Electric to accept deducts of $26,750.00 to allow sand bedding and trench width of six inches, changing the bid total to $372,648.86.  Mr. Kalin did not recommend accepting any deducts submitted by Commonwealth Electric.

Mr. Kalin’s recommendation was to go with IES Commercial, Inc. due to Watts Electric wanting to change the sand bedding and width of trench, this is allowed in City Code, but not necessarily the best deduction to accept.   Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to accept the revised bid from IES Commercial, Inc. in the amount of $389,804 with a start date of August 5, 2012, second by Dettmer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None.
Discussion and award of contract on Water Tank Exterior Recoating was tabled.
Mayor and Council revisited the placing of no parking on the south side of 18th Street in LindenView.   Mayor and Council agreed that they were not in favor of placing the signs at this time.
Keith Compton appeared before Mayor and Council to discuss putting a dog park/run west of Sports Complex. Mr. Compton would like to see a dog park much like Nebraska City and Lincoln in the area west of the Sports Complex.  Mr. Compton did not have any plans available and was informed by Mayor and Council that there were no funds budgeted for a dog park in this year’s budget.
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Mayor Ortiz stated that he will see if there are any residents that might be willing to donate funds for a dog park.

Tim Christians appeared before Mayor and Council to discuss Patriot’s Day Run route and discussion on run route for fundraiser in July for workout stations at the Sports Complex.  Mr. Christians stated that the Patriot’s Day Run will be held on September 14, 2013.  The same route will be used as last year (see attached map) and all proceeds to go to Veteran programs. 
Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to approve the Patriot’s Day Run on September 14, 2013 providing that a certificate of insurance is on file at City Hall, second by Lyon.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Henke, Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer.  Nays:  None.

Mr. Christians also discussed his desire to hold a Forever A Husker 5K Run to be held on July 27, 2013 with funds to go toward workout stations at the Sports Complex.  Mr. Christians stated that he has make arrangements and there will be former Nebraska Huskers attending the event and that all insurance needed for the run will be paid for by the US Track & Field Association.   Mr. Christians provided a map of the route for the Mayor and Council to review.
Council member Lyon stated that he felt there are more important items needed at the Complex, then work out stations.  Mr. Christians stated that he had no problem with purchasing other items and doing away with the idea of work out stations.  Mr. Christians stated that after expenses, 75% of the funds will go to the City and 25% of the proceeds with go to Mr. Christians.
Council member Lyon made the motion to approve the Forever A Husker 5K Run to be held on July 27, 2013, providing that a certificate of insurance is on file at City Hall, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke.  Nays:  None. 

Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to approve the closing of 3rd Street from Midland to Plum Street on June 8, 2013 from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM on June 9, 2013 for Relay for Life, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None.
Council member Henke made the motion to approve Special Designated Liquor License for SchillingBridge Winery & Microbrewery on July 13, 2013 for wine/beer tasting at Green Room during Germanfest, second by Dettmer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.
Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to approve the street closings for Germanfest on July 13, 2013 as shown on attached map, second by Lyon.  Roll Call:  Henke, Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer.  Nays:  None.
Council member Lyon made the motion to approve the renewal of the following  plumber and electrician licenses:  Wet Willie’s Lawn Sprinklers, Pete’s Plumbing, Unadilla Hardware & Repair, Bohl Plumbing, Inc.,  GM Heating, Inc., Mueller Trenching, Hemje Plumbing & Heating, Inc., Southeast Plumbing & Heating, JH Sporhase Plumbing & Heating, Kastens Electric, Capitol City Electric, Inc., Davidson Electric, Wiltshire Electric, 3-D Electric, Inc.,  Raymond’s Electric, Galen Gartner Electric, Sentry Electric, Inc., Scharp Electric, Inc. & Teten Electric,Inc., second by Lutjemeyer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke.  Nays:  None.
City Attorney Stilmock is working on update of City Code book.

City Attorney Stilmock stated that he that not received a proposal from JEO Consulting Group, Inc. for annexation study.
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City Attorney Stilmock stated that he had nothing to report on Zito Media contract or status of law suits against several nuisance properties.

City Attorney Stilmock will contact Otoe County Attorney David Partsch and find out the status of the law suits on the Luke Staack and Eric Bassinger properties and two  additional nuisance properties will be added to the May agenda.

Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to adjourn at 9:30 P.M., second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.

I the undersigned Clerk hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the proceedings had and done by the Mayor and Council; that all of the subjects included in the foregoing proceedings were contained in the agenda for the meeting; kept continually and available for inspection at the office of the City Clerk; that such subjects were contained in the said agenda for at least twenty-four hours prior to the said meeting; that at least one copy of the reproducible material discussed at the meeting was available at the meeting for the examination and copying by members of the public; that the said minutes were in written form and available for public inspection within ten working days or prior to the next convened meeting of the body; that all news media requesting
notification concerning time and place of said body were provided advance notification of time and place of said meeting and subjects to be discussed at said meeting.

________________________                                          ___________________________

City Clerk                                                                            Mayor

