REGULAR MEETING

CITY COUNCIL

AUGUST 14, 2013
The Mayor and City Council of the City of Syracuse, Nebraska met at 6:00 P.M. on August 14, 2013 for their regular meeting in Council Chambers at 495 Midland Street.  Present were Mayor Ortiz, Council members Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer and Henke.  Notice of meeting was given by posting in three places.  A copy of the posting notice and acknowledgement of notice to the Council is attached to these minutes.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice.  All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the meeting was open to the public.

Stephanie DeGrott of Burr & Associates presented the Treasurer’s report.  Council member Lyon made the motion to approve the treasurer’s report and the following claims, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas: Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None. 



A-1 Locksmith




  88.00



AED Professionals



         1,059.80




AFLAC





469.86


Al’s






742.50



Allied Refuse Services



422.79


Aqua Chem, Inc.


                     1,766.48


Aramark Uniform Services



153.39


B & B Pump N Go, Inc.

                     2,276.60


Baragary Construction, Inc.                                       350.00


Barco Municipal Products



119.94


Ben Steele





100.00


Blaine Reed





475.00



Benefit Plans, Inc.




291.25


Brandt, Horan, Hallstrom & Stilmock                     2,012.25



BSN/Passon’s/GSC Sports



148.09



Burr & Associates


                     
525.00


Capital Business Systems, Inc.


  62.21



Cardmember Service



         1,718.50


City of Syracuse



         2,404.21


CLIA Laboratory Program



150.00



Combined Revenue Bonds Pri. & Int.
       16,220.00



Conney Safety Products



246.21


Danko Emergency Equipment Co.


980.57



David Partsch





100.00



Dearborn National Life Ins. Co.


357.78


Demco                                                                          74.76


Dutton Lainson Co.



       13,032.47


EMS Billing Services, Inc.

                     2,995.80


Enerspect Medical Solutions, Inc.


486.11


Environmental Analysis South, Inc.


104.00



Falls City Mercantile


                        246.16


Farmers’ Cooperative 




  14.60


Farner-Bocken Company



252.65


Gatehouse Media Nebraska Holdings, Inc.

321.92


General Fund





  75.00



GE Money Bank/Amazon



260.79


Good Samaritan Center



134.53



GPM






372.00


Grainger





238.32



Granneman Agency




250.00


Gregg Zahn




         2,100.00


Hawkin’s





541.64


Hemje Plumbing & Heating                     

485.00
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Ingram Library Services                                             170.89


Interstate All Battery Center



  55.00


JEO Consulting Group, Inc.


         5,219.25


Jason LaFollette



 
105.00


Jason LaFollette




  70.00



Judds Brothers Construction Co.                         138,576.10



Julie Slafter





924.29



Kanequip, Inc.





  29.40


Kastens Ford, LTD



         
374.74


Kelly Holland





198.00



Konica Minolta Business Solutions


291.26


Kriz Davis Company




286.17


Kurt Kastens Electric




  94.64


League of Nebraska Municipalities

         3,260.00



Liberty National Life Ins. Company


  24.00



Matheson Tri-Gas, Inc.



  45.23


Midwest Farmers Cooperative

            218.94


Midwest Laboratories, Inc.



108.31


Midwest Living Magazine



    5.99


Mike’s Window Service, LLC


  63.90


Moore Medical Corp.




207.21



Municipal Service & Supply



353.34



Nebraska City Utilities                                             
690.94


Nebraska DHHS




343.31



Nebraska Dept. of Revenue



  25.00



Nebraska Power Review Board


178.20


NE Public Health Env. Lab.                                         60.00


News Press





  80.00


Omaha Public Power District                              134,795.89


One Call Concepts, Inc.



  60.95


Orkin






  63.00



Otoe County                                                           13,333.35



Otoe County Rural Water Dist. #3


129.60


Peggy Neemann




224.64


Pepsi Cola of Lincoln



          
889.60


Preceptor Tau





267.95



Preceptor Tau





399.04



Percival Culligan Water



  17.45


Petty Cash




              66.43


Pioneer Underground Sprinkler

         4,425.00


Pollardwater.com




285.90



Positive Promotions



         2,938.80



Ron Ross





440.00



Sam’s Club/GECRB


                     
331.66


Shaffer Communications


         4,666.40



Smarty LLC





  12.76


South Platte Press




  29.95



JH Sporhase LLC




465.89


St. Paulinus Catholic Church


         2,369.65



Stutheit Impl.





119.59


Sue Antes





  44.81


Syracuse Do It Best




457.33


Syracuse Lumber Co.



    
  79.83


Syracuse Motor Supply



825.29


Syracuse Rural Fire Board



225.00



Syracuse Shur-Save




  33.37


Syracuse Vet. Service




209.33



Syracuse Vol. Fire Dept.



  85.60


Tenant’s Deposit




  75.00
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Terry’s Family Foods                                                 707.19


The Added Touch




  72.00



Tim Antes





  27.70


Town & Country Pharmacy



381.98


Tri-State Office Products



378.95


Tripple D’s





  19.75



Turf Supply Company, Inc.


         1,000.00



United Healthcare



       10,766.74


Utilities Section League


         1,028.00



Verizon Wireless




149.49



Windsteam




         1,256.52


Western Area Power Administration

         3,697.18


Write Time Communications



122.69


Zito Media





   8.39





US Postal Service




309.71


Todd Aksamit



                     2,121.11


Shayna Aksamit




930.08


Susan Antes



                     1,579.76


Carolyn Bremer


                   
182.70


Roy Bretthorst





237.80


Charles Bjork





258.58


Connor Bohlken




911.26


Allison Brinkman




425.33


Garry Carman




         2,731.99


Deborah Dettmer




115.44


Kelly Farmer




         1,784.96


Raymond Fuller




240.92


Eldon Halm




   
115.44


Eldon Halm




         1,895.02  


Kristina Henke



            138.53


Peggy Hobscheidt



         1,699.92


Samantha Hoppe




323.96


Emily Isaacs





288.88


Julie Isaacs





925.44


Alex Johnson





441.39


Karen Kimpel





  20.09



Jason LaFollette



         2,067.03


Carol Linquist





115.44


Chris Lutjemeyer




138.53


Lynn Lyon





138.53


Kathleen Mahar




564.87



Allison Mead





128.37


Linda Merritt





  92.35


David Moss




         1,040.71


Cassandra Oestmann




705.20


Coleman Orchard




705.20



Tomas Ortiz





369.40


Hunter Paden





494.96


Sydney Paden





393.80


Kenneth Parde





115.44


Anna Rippe





375.83


Blayne Roberts




883.12


Tracy Sachs





  57.72


Julie Slafter                                                              1,406.05


Richard Sitzman




115.44


Benjamin Steele



         1,537.72


Mitchell Stilmock




118.56


Mitchell Stubbendick




998.65



Sam Varney





171.57
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Jeffery Vogt




         2,535.67


Timothy Wilson




115.44


Dale Young





981.57


Samantha Young




401.92


Aaron Zahn





313.65


Mikayla Zahn





370.28



Michelle Zahn




         1,249.61


Savannah Zimmer




490.73
SHERIFF REPORT – Report presented by Chief Deputy Mike Holland.  There were 102 calls in July, 35 being Rescue calls.
PARKS & RECREATION REPORT – Cheryl Halvorsen and Andy DeGolyer appeared on behalf of the Syracuse Soccer Club.  Mrs. Halvosen stated that with the earthwork, roundup and seeding, the project will be approximately $50,000.  With the donated funds by the City and Mayor Ortiz, they currently have raised $15,400.  Mrs. Halvorsen has several individuals to speak with yet and is hopeful that the funds for the project with be raised.  Mrs. Halvorsen stated that the Playground Committee has yet to let her know if they would be donating any funds to the project.

Mrs. Halvorsen also requested that they be allowed to play their games on the Legion Field again this fall.  They will practice elsewhere and will only play games at the Complex.  Mrs. Halvorsen was given permission by the Mayor and Council and was instructed to schedule all games with Recreation Coordinator Ben Steele.

 Park Manager Todd Aksamit reported that Baragary Construction will begin the cement work at the complex next week and seeding with be done shortly after concrete work is completed.
Jameson Bennett appeared before Mayor and Council to request permission to plant trees at the Sports Complex for his Eagle Scout project.  Jameson presented a map of the area showing where he would be planting the trees.  He will be planting sugar and red maples and oak trees.  Jameson stated that Stan Stutheit has donated $5,000 for the project.

Jameson questioned if the City had a post hole digger that could be used for the project.  Park Manager Aksamit stated that it would be easier to rent a post hole digger for the skid steer and that he would be available to help with the planting.  

Jameson questioned how the funds would be handled and who would be paying for the trees, etc.  City Clerk Hobscheidt stated that the City has never been involved in the financing of Eagle Scout projects.  Jameson was instructed to contact Cheryl Halvorsen of the Syracuse Foundation or question his scout master as to how this was handled in the past.  Mayor and Council requested that Jameson work with Park Foreman Aksamit during the project.
Council member Lyon made the motion to allow the planting of trees at the Sports Complex by Jameson Bennett for his Eagle Scout project, second by Lutjemeyer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.

Report presented by Recreation Coordinator Ben Steele.  Coordinator Steele reported that High School Girls Softball would begin practicing shortly and the first softball tournament would be held on August 31st.
Steele also reported that he would be at St. John’s Church to distribute participation waiver during the Elementary School open house and that he was working on registration for volleyball and would be meeting with Mark Hrabik to set up practice and game times.
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PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – Report presented by Superintendent of Public Works Garry Carman.
  Evan Wickersham of JEO Consulting Group, Inc. appeared before Mayor and Council to review Change Order # 1 for Water Transmission Main Project.  Change order is for the installation of fire hydrant per City’s request in the amount of $3,087.10.
Council member Lyon made the motion to approve Change Order #1 for Water Transmission Main Project in the amount of $3,087.10 for installation of fire hydrant, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.

Mr. Wickersham reviewed with Mayor and Council Application for Pay Estimate No. 1 for Water Transmission Main Project in the amount of $138,576.10.  Mr. Wichersham reported that the project is completed except for the seeding.  
Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to approve Application for Pay Estimate No. 1 for Water Transmission Main Project in the amount of $138,576.10, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Henke, Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer.  Nays:  None

Mayor and Council reviewed Resolution 13-08 for the sale of city firearms.  The list outlined ten firearms that will be advertised for sale.

Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to adopt RESOLUTON 13-08:  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SYRACUSE, OTOE COUNTY, NEBRASKA, AURHTOZING THE SALE OF TEN FIREARMS, EACH OF WHICH HAVE A TOTAL VALUE OF LESS THAN $5,000.00, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke.  Nays:  None.

A true, correct and complete copy of said resolution is attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference.

Mayor Ortiz opened by public hearing on application for a conditional use permit pursuant to Syracuse Municipal Zoning Code Section 7.07.01 erecting of a pole sign on the following described real estate:  Lot B & All of Lot C, Replat of Zahn 2nd Subdivision, City of Syracuse, Otoe County, Nebraska. 

The conditional use is for the erecting of a larger pole sign at the Cubby’s Convenience Store at 110 N 30 Road.  The conditional use has been approved by the Syracuse Planning Commission.

City Attorney Stilmock informed Mayor and Council that he did not prepare an ordinance and that the hearing would need to be continued until the September meeting.

Mayor Ortiz closed the public hearing.

Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to continue the public hearing on application for a conditional use permit pursuant to Syracuse Municipal Zoning Code Section 7.07.01 erecting of a pole sign on the following described real estate:  Lot B & All of Lot C, Replat of Zahn 2nd Subdivision, City of Syracuse, Otoe County, Nebraska until September 4, 2013 at 6:00 P.M., second by Dettmer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke.  Nays:  None. 

Holly Armagost and several residents of Ash Street located in the East View Addition appeared to discuss the water drainage problem.  Mrs. Armagost presented several pictures showing the amount of water and the damage being done during heavy rainfall.
Doug Iske, Director of NRD District #2, stated that they had been contact by Mrs. Armagost and he and John Peterson of JEO Consulting Group, Inc. and done a review of the area.  The NRD feels that a levy needs to be built to help solve some of the problem.  Mr. Iske also stated that they feel there is not adequate drainage in the area.  Mr. Iske 
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stated that the NRD will allocate $15,000 toward the building of a retention cell to be located on the property of Gary Kuenning.  Mr. Kuenning also attended the meeting and was open to placing a cell on his property.
Superintendent of Public Works Garry Carman stated that he had been contacted by John Peterson, JEO Consulting Group, Inc. and he was compiling a report on his review of the area, but has not completed the report.

Mrs. Armagost was instructed to bring any additional information that she might have to City Hall.  City Clerk Hobscheidt was instructed to keep Mrs. Armagost informed of any new information received.

 Terry Meier, JEO Consulting Group, Inc., Kevin Burnison and Emily Bausch of SENDD appeared before Mayor and Council to discuss Downtown Revitalization Programs.  Also present was Stephanie Schrader of SE Nebraska Economic Development and Carolyn Gigstad, Syracuse Chamber of Commerce.
Mr. Meier stated that the Department of Economic Development will award Downtown Revitalization grant funds to communities that have implemented a comprehensive plan, and meet required national and state objectives. The projects will be carried out in two phases, a pre-development phase and a project implementation phase.

To be eligible to participate the City must need the following three criteria: (1) be a Nebraska local municipal unit; (2) been designated as an Economic Development Certified Community or DED Leadership Community; (3) adopt a comprehensive plan, zoning and subdivision ordinances, building codes, code enforcement and a building permit process.
Mr. Meier reviewed with Mayor and Council the Nebraska Department of Economic Development Leadership Application.   The City will need to become certified before starting with Phase I.
Kevin Burnison with SENDD stated that they can assist in filing all documents or the City can pay SENDD to complete all phases of the application.

Mayor and Council will review all materials and take matter under consideration.

Tim Wilson, Rescue Squad Chief, appeared before Mayor and Council to discuss the 2013 EMS Assessment for Otoe County.  Chief Wilson stated the Squad agreed with some of the assessment, but parts were not relevant for Syracuse.

The assessment is in favor of a group approach for Otoe County with one paid paramedic that would be a first responder for all of Otoe County.  Also, recommended were all insurance policies be under one agency.

Mr. Wilson stated that the assessment was not what they expected, but they are taking away items that they could work on and moving forward.  Mr. Wilson stated that the Syracuse Rescue Squad would like to start small, but one of their long term goals is to work with the County and Community Memorial Hospital for a paid paramedic.
Mr. Wilson reported that the Rescue Squad numbers are down and they are trying to do something about bringing in more volunteers.  The squad currently has 26 members with only 15 EMT’s, and will be losing two in September.

Council member Lyon made the motion to approve Robert English, Andy Brace, Joseph Reisdorff and Tammy McGlafer as new members to the Syracuse Rescue Squad, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke.  Nays:  None.
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Bruce Neemann, Volunteer Fire Chief, appeared before Mayor and Council to discuss installing a 48” walk gate on the northeast corner of the swimming pool fence.  Chief Neemann stated that they want access to the swimming pool when the water tower is down for painting and repairs.
Mayor Ortiz stated that he is not in favor of installing another gate at the swimming pool as we have had problems with the gates and keys.  Mayor Ortiz informed Chief Neemann that if there was an emergency, the firemen could cut through the fence to get access to the water in the pool.

Request died for lack of motion.

Tim Christians appeared before Mayor and Council for a follow-up report on Forever A Husker 5K Charity Event.   Mr. Christians stated that 24 runners participated and 2 admission tickets were sold.    
Mr. Christians stated that total revenue for the event was $1,711.50 and expenses were $4,028.50, with a loss of $2,317.00.  Mr. Christians stated that he was sorry, but there would be no donation made to the Park Department.

City Clerk Hobscheidt stated that the proposal from Ritterbush & Piotrowski, LLC for preparation of the City audits for 2013 - $10,800, 2014 - $11,300 and 2015 - $11,800.
Council member Lyon made the motion to accept the proposal form Ritterbush & Piotrowski, LLC for 2013, 2014 and 2015 City audits, second by Lutjemeyer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None.

City Attorney Jerry Stilmock informed Mayor and Council he is requesting an increase in hourly rate from $115.00 per hour to $135.00 per hour.  Mr. Stilmock stated that he has not received an increase since October, 2011.
Council member Lyon made the motion to increase hourly rate to $135.00 per hour for Jerry Stilmock of Brandt, Horan, Hallstrom & Stilmock, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None. 

Mayor Ortiz reported Kelly Farmer is working with Right Eye Digital on the City website.
City Attorney Stilmock reported that he has not had any response from Zito Media or Time Warner.

City Attorney Stilmock will forward letter outlining property to be considered for annexation and it will be placed on the September Planning Commission agenda.

Mayor and Council discussed the condition and possible safety hazard of the property at 655 7th and 645 7th Street.  Both of the properties have unsafe accessory buildings and tall grass and weeds.
Council member Lyon made the motion to instruct City Attorney Stilmock to proceed with taking all necessary legal action against owners of property located at 655 7th and 645 7th Street, second by Dettmer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.  

Mayor Ortiz requested a motion to go into closed session to discuss interlocal agreement with Otoe County Sheriff for law enforcement coverage and possible litigation.

City Attorney Stilmock stated that the interlocal agreement with the Sheriff could not be discussed in closed session, only possible litigation.
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Mayor Ortiz stated that he had received a letter from the Otoe County Attorney that stated that it cost the County $87,078 for a deputy for a year.  The County Commissioners believed that a reasonable fee for Syracuse would be $261,234 per year for the first year with a 3% increase every year.
Mayor Ortiz stated that he felt this was excessive and that an increase to $180,000 would be fair for both parties.  Mayor Ortiz also stated that he would like to see a contract from the County that he and the Council could review.

Council member Lyon stated that he was not happy with the service that the City is receiving from the Otoe County Sheriff and that the City is not receiving the service that they are paying for.   Lyon also stated that the Mayor and Council should also be receiving a detailed report on hours spent by deputies in Syracuse.
Council member Lyon also stated that he felt that there should be an emergency plan for an active shooter situation at the schools.  The Sheriff’s Office has not done this to date.

Council member Lyon will work with City Attorney Stilmock on preparing a document for reporting of monthly schedule by the Sheriff’s office and training program at the schools.

Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to go into closed session at 9:16 P.M. to discuss possible litigation, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.

Council member Lyon made the motion to go out of closed session at 9:25 P.M., second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer..  Nays:  None.

 Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to adjourn at 9:26 P.M., second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.

I the undersigned Clerk hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the proceedings had and done by the Mayor and Council; that all of the subjects included in the foregoing proceedings were contained in the agenda for the meeting; kept continually and available for inspection at the office of the City Clerk; that such subjects were contained in the said agenda for at least twenty-four hours prior to the said meeting; that at least one copy of the reproducible material discussed at the meeting was available at the meeting for the examination and copying by members of the public; that the said 
minutes were in written form and available for public inspection within ten working days or prior to the next convened meeting of the body; that all news media requesting
notification concerning time and place of said body were provided advance notification of time and place of said meeting and subjects to be discussed at said meeting.

________________________                                          ___________________________

City Clerk                                                                            Mayor

