REGULAR MEETING

CITY COUNCIL

MAY 8, 2013
The Mayor and City Council of the City of Syracuse, Nebraska met at 6:00 P.M. on May 8, 2013 for their regular meeting in Council Chambers at 495 Midland Street.  Present were Mayor Ortiz, Council members Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer and Henke.  Notice of meeting was given by posting in three places.  A copy of the posting notice and acknowledgement of notice to the Council is attached to these minutes.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice.  All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the meeting was open to the public.

Stephanie DeGrott of Burr & Associates presented the Treasurer’s report.  Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to approve the treasurer’s report and the following claims, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas: Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None. 



AFLAC





535.56


Allied Refuse Services



422.79


Aramark Uniform Services



159.20


B & B Pump N Go, Inc.

                     1,551.11


B & D Diamond Pro, Inc.


         4,655.00



Baragary Construction, Inc.                                     1,715.00



Ben Steele





100.00


Benefit Plans, Inc.




291.25



Blaine Reed





185.00



Blessing Plumbing




205.00



Blue Cross Blue Shield



669.30



Bound Tree Medical, LLC



283.60



Brandt, Horan, Hallstrom & Stilmock                    2,455.25



Brandon Loecker




  60.00



Burr & Associates


                     
525.00


Cardmember Service



         1,281.48



Cassi Rippe





  75.00



City of Syracuse




731.86


Colin Electric




         3,214.82



Combined Revenue Bonds Pri. & Int.
       16,220.00



Community Memorial Hospital


  43.20



Dale Henke



                     2,566.00



Danko Emergency Equipment Co.


500.49



Danner Construction




618.17



David Partsch





100.00



Dearborn National Life Ins. Co.


168.56


Demco                                                                          34.25


Department of Interior



100.00



Double Day                                                                293.77


Dutton Lainson Co.



         3,572.64


Emmilie Kosiba




  60.00



EMS Billing Services, Inc.

                     1,588.04


Environmental Analysis South, Inc.


  89.00


Falls City Mercantile




482.68



Farmers’ Cooperative 




  28.20


Ferrellgas, Inc.



            979.82


Ferrellgas, Inc.




  24.00



Fire Protection Service



139.50



Fireguard, Inc.





861.08


Granneman Agency



       57,233.00


Gatehouse Media Nebraska Holdings, Inc.

793.05


GE Money Bank/Amazon



390.89



Hank’s






  15.00
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Heiman Fire Equipment, Inc.



107.54

 

Hemje Plumbing & Heating                                      
260.00


House Beautiful




  12.97



Ingram Library Services                                             316.47


JEO Consulting Group, Inc.


         4,527.25


Jason LaFollette



 
117.42


Julie Slafter





  88.80


Julie Slafter





117.42

 

Julie Slafter





  88.80


Kastens Ford, LTD



         
508.91


Keim Farm Equipment



175.11


Ken Aden





  50.00



Konica Minolta Business Solutions


  91.48



Ladies Home Journal




    8.49


Liberty National Life Ins. Company


  24.00



Matheson Tri-Gas, Inc.



107.10


Micro Marketing Assoc.



  11.69



Midwest Farmers Cooperative

         1,563.30



Midwest Laboratories, Inc.



  39.56



Midwest Sound & Lighting, Inc.

         3,244.50



Moore Medical Corp.




  77.85


Municipal Supply Inc. of NE


       20,318.98


Nebraska City Utilities                                            1,024.27


Nebraska Furniture Mart



659.98



NE Public Health Env. Lab.                                       306.00


Nebraska Pump Co.

                                 3,000.55



Nebraska.Gov





  89.10




NMC Exchange LLC



         5,055.05


Omaha Public Power District                              107,683.81


One Call Concepts, Inc.



  15.45


Otoe County                                                           13,333.35



Otoe County Treasurer



  22.00



Our Design, Inc.




560.40



Papio Valley Nursery, Inc.


        2 ,576.10



Peggy Hobscheidt




613.89



Pepsi Cola of Lincoln



         1,420.10



Percival Culligan Water



  25.90


Petty Cash




              64.42


Petty Cash Park & Rec.                                           
350.00


Pioneer Underground Sprinkler


770.00



Pioneer Underground Sprinkler


120.00



Price Tree Farm



         1,875.00



Real Simple





  24.00



Sam’s Club/GECRB




126.18



SE NE Jessie Steinkuhler



200.00


Stutheit Impl.





  11.88



Sue Antes





  38.21



Syracuse Do It Best




472.10


Syracuse Foundation                                             35,000.00



Syracuse Iron Works




  65.30


Syracuse Lumber Co.



    
771.88


Syracuse Motor Supply



420.19


Syracuse Vol. Fire Dept.



590.14


Terry’s Family Foods                                              1,682.48


The Added Touch




  15.00



Tree City Tees





368.11



Tri-State Office Products



334.27


True West Magazine




  29.95
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United Healthcare



       11,167.13


Verizon Wireless




146.03



Verizon Wireless




147.86



Willco, Inc.




         1,595.00



Windsteam




         1,073.60



Western Area Power Administration

         3,435.97


William Breazile




  25.00



Windstream





  95.34


US Postal Service




305.15


Todd Aksamit



                     1,810.20


Shayna Aksamit




669.14


Susan Antes



                     1,462.93


Carolyn Bremer


                   
182.70


Roy Bretthorst





228.57


Charles Bjork





433.05



Garry Carman




         2,578.52


Deborah Dettmer




  92.35


Kelly Farmer




         1,741.99


Eldon Halm




   
115.44


Eldon Halm




         1,791.04  


Kristina Henke



              92.35


Peggy Hobscheidt



         1,699.93


Julie Isaacs





307.66


Jason LaFollette



         1,640.24


Carol Linquist





115.44


Chris Lutjemeyer




  92.35


Lynn Lyon





  92.35


Linda Merritt





  92.35


David Moss





357.24



Cassandra Oestmann




  20.09


Tomas Ortiz





369.40


Kenneth Parde





115.44


Blayne Roberts




530.76



Tracy Sachs





  57.72


Julie Slafter                                                              1,393.12


Richard Sitzman




115.44


Benjamin Steele



         1,382.75


Jeffery Vogt




         2,211.60


Timothy Wilson




115.44


Dale Young





949.12


Michelle Zahn





788.73
SHERIFF REPORT – Report presented by Chief Deputy Mike Holland.  There were 61 calls in April, 23 being Rescue calls. Deputy Holland stated that there was a commercial break-in and there were three individuals arrested. 
PARKS & RECREATION REPORT – Report presented by Recreation Coordinator Ben Steele.  Coordinator Steele stated that he spoke with representative from the Soccer club and they will not be reseeding at this time and did not have any problems with having Syracuse High School Football Camp on the site.
Coordinator Steele also reported that with the help of Cheryl Halverson, the old web site is up and running and all ball schedules and practice are on line.  Steele reported that 45 children are playing T-Ball and that he is having umpire clinics.

Mayor and Council reviewed the amendments to the Sports Complex Agreement submitted by City Attorney Stilmock.   Mayor and Council agreed to increase usage fee to $150 per field and the City will keep the $250 deposit due to any cancellation.  The 
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City will refund the deposit fee due to inclement weather only.  Mayor and Council made other minor changes to the agreement.  City Attorney Stilmock will made all necessary changes and bring agreement back to the June meeting.
Carolyn Gigstad appeared before Mayor and Council to discuss the playground equipment at the Ball Complex.  Mrs. Gigstad reported that the committee has raised $74,000, not including the $35,000 received from the City.  Mrs. Gigstad reported that they will be receiving $25,000 grant funds from the Kimmel Foundation and have placed the City donated funds in a separate account and this will not be used for the playground equipment but for other projects at the Sports Complex.
The playground equipment will be built on June 8th and the rubber surface will be installed on June 10th, netting on June 11th, concrete poured on June 15th and plans are to open the equipment for use on June 18th.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – Report presented by Superintendent of Public Works Garry Carman.
  Jake Dryer of Utility Service Co. again reviewed with Mayor and Council the contract price and annual fees to cover the exterior, interior wet and interior dry renovation, and mixing system installation.   The first of four annual fees shall be $76,067.00 per contract year.  The annual fee for contract year 5 and each subsequent annual fee shall be $24,994.00 per contract year.
Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to enter into a service contact with Utility Service Co. for maintenance and painting of interior and exterior of water tower, second by Lyon.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None.

Mayor and Council reviewed the Notice of Award, Agreement, Notice to                 Proceed and Change Order No. 1 – IES Commercial, Inc.  for replacement of electrical underground.  City Attorney Stilmock has reviewed all documents and recommends proceeding with the signing of the documents by Mayor Ortiz.

Council member Lyon made the motion to adopt RESOLUTION 13-06:  AN RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SYRACUSE, OTOE COUNTY, NEBRASKA TO APPROVE, RATIFY AND ACCEPT THE NOTICE OF AWARD, AGREEMENT, NOTICE TO PROCEED AND CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 BETWEEN IES COMMERCIAL, INC. AND THE CITY OF SYRACUSE, OTOE COUNTY, NEBRASKA FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF ELECTRICAL UNDERGOUND DISTRIBUTION FOR THE CITY OF SYRACUSE, OTOE COUNTY, NEBRASKA; TO APPROVE THE EXECTION THEREOF, second by Lutjemeyer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.


A true, correct and complete copy of said resolution is attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference.
Superintendent Carman stated that there has been additional dumping of concrete west of the sports complex.  No dumping signs have been erected and workers at complex are watching and several violators have been stopped.  Superintendent Carman will be checking with a company that would come and pulverize the concrete and it could be used in alleys in the City.
Keith Compton appeared before Mayor and Council to discuss putting a dog park/run west of Sports Complex.  Mayor Ortiz stated that there were no funds budgeted this year for a dog park.  Mr. Compton was instructed to contact Petco or any other agency which might be willing to donate funds for a dog park and report back to the Mayor and Council.
Mayor Ortiz opened the public hearing on application for approval of preliminary and final plat of the following- described real estate:  Being of Part of Lot Three (3), McKee’s 
Page 5 – May 8, 2013

Replat of the  South One-half (S ½) of Section Seventeen (17), Township Eight (8) North,  Range Eleven (11) East of the 6th P.M. Otoe County, Nebraska.   

Darin Lintner is subdividing property and will be selling the farm ground.  The subdivision has been approved by the Syracuse Planning Commission.

Council member Lutjemeyer introduced Ordinance No. 922 entitled: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SYRACUSE, OTOE COUNTY, NEBRASKA ACCEPTING AND APPROVING THE SMALL TRACT SUBDIVISION PLAT DESIGNATED AS THE LINTNER SUBDIVISION; TO PROVIDE FOR THE REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES OR SECTIONS; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE, and moved that the statutory rule requiring reading on three different days be suspended.  Council member Lyon seconded the motion to suspend the rules and upon roll call on the motion, the following Council members voted YEA: Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  The following voted NAY: None.  The motion to suspend the rules was adopted by three-fourths of the City Council, and the statutory rule was declared suspended for consideration of said ordinance.

Said ordinance was then read by title, and thereafter Council member Lyon moved for final passage of the ordinance which motion was seconded by Council member Henke.  The Mayor then stated the question, “Shall Ordinance No. 922 be passed and adopted?”  Upon roll call vote the following Council members voted YEA: Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke.  The following Council members voted NAY:  None.  The passage and adoption of said ordinance, having been concurred in by a majority of all members of the City Council, the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted, and the Mayor in the presence of the City Council, signed and approved the ordinance, and the Clerk attested the passage and approval of the same and affixed her signature thereto.

A true, correct and complete copy of said ordinance is attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference.

Chris Wulf of Great Plains Communications met with Mayor and Council to request permission to bury a fiber optic cable on City right-of-way on Park Street.  Mr. Wulf stated that Great Plains will be burying fiber optic cable for Omaha Public Power District.

City Attorney Stilmock questioned Mr. Wulf on agreements they hold with other communities on burying cable in City right-of-way.  Mr. Wulf explained that some communities require a written agreement and some communities do not.   City Attorney Stilmock requested that Mr. Wulf provide him with an agreement and Stilmock will draw up an agreement between the City and Great Plains Communication.

Permission to bury a fiber optic cable on City right-of-way was tabled until the June meeting.
Terry Zimmer appeared before Mayor and Council for Relay for Life and requested permission to place purple ribbons on utility poles along 1st Street and Park Street to welcome people and to be used as a fund raiser for the Relay for Life.  

Council member Lyon made the motion to approve the placing of purple ribbons on utility poles along 1st Street and Park Street to welcome people and to be used as a fund raiser for the Relay for Life, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.  
Shirley Wilson appeared before Mayor and Council to discuss the placing of no parking signs on east side of Linden Street from 17th – 18th Street.  Mrs. Miller stated that individuals park on Linden Street and she is concerned about emergency vehicles being able to get down the street.
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Council member Lyon will address the issue with the individuals that are parking on the street and try to find a solution to the parking problems on Linden Street.

 Anthony Hensley of B & J’s Bar & Family Restaurant appeared before Mayor and Council to discuss extending hours for sale of alcohol until 2:00 AM on Friday and Saturday.   Mrs. Hensley stated that he would like to see the hours extended from 1:00 AM to 2:00 AM on week-end only.  Mr. Hensley stated that many of his patrons will drive to another community to drink after 1:00 AM.
Mayor and Council agreed that if they would proceed with changing of the ordinance, they would like to put in a sunset date of one year and the ordinance would be read on three different days.

City Attorney Stilmock will draw up an ordinance changing the hours for selling alcohol on Friday and Saturday.
Mayor and Council reviewed the request for approval of beer garden and off premise liquor license for Triple D’s and B &’J’s Bar & Family Restaurant for Germanfest on July 13, 2013.  Committee Chairman Rhae Werner will be bringing in the map of the proposed beer garden at the June meeting.

Council member Lyon made the motion to approve beer garden and off premise liquor license for Triple D’s and B &’J’s Bar & Family Restaurant for Germanfest on July 13, 2013, second by Lutjemeyer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Henke, Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer.  Nays:  None.

Darren Allen dba Triple D’s requested off premise liquor license for beer garden during Otoe County Fair, August 10 – 16, 2013.  Mr. Allen will be again doing the beer garden with the help of the Syracuse Snowflakers.
Council member Henke made the motion to approve off premise liquor license for Darren Allen dba Triple D’s for beer garden during Otoe County Fair, August 10 – 16, 2013, second by Dettmer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.

Council member Lyon made the motion to approve Luke Zeiger, Scott Miles and Greg Gobbel as new members to Rescue Squad, second by Lutjemeyer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None.

Sharon Morrow of the Syracuse Rescue Squad informed Mayor and Council that they are hosting an open house for National EMS week on May 23, 2013 from 3:30 PM to 9:00 PM.  They will be providing food and drinks and will be giving tours of the Squad meeting room and ambulances.  The Squad would like to close Mohawk Street from 5th to 6th to have picnic tables for eating and have the ambulances out and available for tours.
Council member Henke made the motion to approve the closing of Mohawk Street from 5th to 6th Street from 3:30 PM to 9:00 PM on May 23, 2013 for open house for National EMS week, second by Dettmer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.
City Clerk Hobscheidt informed Mayor and Council that she was contacted by Wayne McDermott, City’s health insurance broker, that United Healthcare is giving the City the option to renew the City employee’s health insurance in December 2013 instead of February, 2014.  Mr. McDermott feels that the City would get a better renewal rate if this is done before all the changes that are coming in 2014.
Council member Lyon made the motion to approve changing the renewal date of employee’s health insurance from February 1, 2014 to December 1, 2013, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Henke, Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer.  Nays:  None.
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Mayor Ortiz stated that he would like to see the lifeguards and Shayna Aksamit receive a salary increase.  Mayor Ortiz feels that Ms. Aksamit has worked for the City for several summers and has not received a salary increase.  Mayor Ortiz feels that the lifeguards should be receiving a higher hourly wage to be competitive to other communities.

Council members stated that the wage for all employees was set last year at budget time and did not want to change any salaries until next year.

Wages for all employees will be discussed again in July during the budget meetings.
Mayor Ortiz stated that he, City Attorney Stilmock and Deputy Clerk Farmer will be having conference calls on Friday, May 10th to both American Publishing Co. and Municode to review fees and services for updating of City Code book.  
City Attorney Stilmock stated that he that not received a proposal from JEO Consulting Group, Inc. for annexation study.

City Attorney Stilmock reported that he has spoken with Mike Regis of Zito Media and they will not go any higher than 3% on franchise fees.  City Attorney Stilmock also spoke with Time Werner and they will not come in to Syracuse as long as Zito Media is providing service.  Mayor Ortiz will write a letter to Time Werner asking what needs to be done to get Time Werner to consider servicing Syracuse.
Council member Lyon made the motion to precede with legal action again nuisance properties located on 324 6th Street and 784 Park Street, second by Lutjemeyer.  Roll Call:  Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke.  Nays:  None.
Council member Henke made the motion to adjourn at 10:00 P.M., second by Dettmer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.

I the undersigned Clerk hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the proceedings had and done by the Mayor and Council; that all of the subjects included in the foregoing proceedings were contained in the agenda for the meeting; kept continually and available for inspection at the office of the City Clerk; that such subjects were contained in the said agenda for at least twenty-four hours prior to the said meeting; that at least one copy of the reproducible material discussed at the meeting was available at the meeting for the examination and copying by members of the public; that the said minutes were in written form and available for public inspection within ten working days or prior to the next convened meeting of the body; that all news media requesting
notification concerning time and place of said body were provided advance notification of time and place of said meeting and subjects to be discussed at said meeting.

________________________                                          ___________________________

City Clerk                                                                            Mayor

