
REGULAR MEETING

CITY COUNCIL

SEPTEMBER 4, 2013
The Mayor and City Council of the City of Syracuse, Nebraska met at 6:00 P.M. on September 4, 2013 for their regular meeting in Council Chambers at 495 Midland Street.  Present were Mayor Ortiz, Council members Lyon, Lutjemeyer and Henke.  Council member Dettmer was absent.  Notice of meeting was given by posting in three places.  A copy of the posting notice and acknowledgement of notice to the Council is attached to these minutes.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice.  All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the meeting was open to the public.

Stephanie DeGrott of Burr & Associates presented the treasurer’s report.  Council member Lyon made the motion to approve the following claims, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.



Aaron Zahn





  17.98



AFLAC





469.86


Alex Johnson





101.98


Allied Refuse Services



452.79


Allison Brinkman




  13.01



Allison Mead





106.16



Anna Rippe





106.58



Aramark Uniform Services



117.18


American Public Power Association


  65.50


Aqua Chem, Inc.


                     
216.24


Aqua Chem, Inc.




312.00



Awards Unlimited, Inc.



  35.00


B & B Pump N Go, Inc.

                     2,077.12


Barco Municipal Products



286.23


Ben Steele





100.00



Better Homes and Garden



  10.00


Bobby Danner





115.00



Bound Tree Medical, LLC



334.65


Brandt, Horan, Hallstrom & Stilmock                     3,141.10


Burr & Associates


                     
525.00


Campbell’s Nurseries & Garden Center, Inc.

444.61


Cardmember Service



         1,195.80


City of Syracuse



         2,109.55


City of Syracuse                                                  139,769.87



Coleman Orchard




  17.98



Combined Revenue Bonds Pri. & Int.
       16,220.00


Community Memorial  Hospital


    4.51



Connor Bohlken




  32.50


Consumer Reports




  26.00


D & D Communications, Inc.



  70.00


Danko Emergency Equipment Co.


306.12


Danko Emergency Equipment Co.


262.38


David Partsch





100.00


Dearborn National Life Ins. Co.


189.18


Demco                                                                          36.08


Double Day





216.74


Dutton Lainson Co.



         6,719.81


Emily Isaacs





  18.86


EMS Billing Services, Inc.

                     1,775.46


Farmers’ Cooperative 




  14.60


Fireguard, Inc.





194.75



First National Bank of Wahoo                               58,550.00
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Gall’s






234.97


Gatehouse Media Nebraska Holdings, Inc.

433.26


GE Money Bank/Amazon



193.78


General Fund





  75.00


Grainger





238.32


Gregg Zahn




         2,335.00


Gregg Zahn




         2,335.00



H. Mikayla Zahn




  14.36



Hank’s Garage




  67.23


Heartland Lawn Service



130.00


Hemje Plumbing & Heating



290.00



Hemje Plumbing & Heating



930.00



Highway Allocation Bonds, 2008

       57,700.00



Hunter Paden





  32.50



IES Commercial, Inc.      


     119,520.53


Ingram Library Services                                               92.94


JEO Consulting Group, Inc.


         7,372.75


JEO Consulting Group, Inc.


         1,230.00


Jason LaFollette




139.00


Jason LaFollette




  35.00



Julie Isaacs





  18.49


Julie Slafter





327.23


Julie Slafter





  56.41



Katherine Mahar




  17.48


Liberty National Life Ins. Company


  24.00


Lincoln Landscaping




780.20


Matheson Tri-Gas, Inc.



  87.15


Matheson Tri-Gas, Inc.



  77.01



Michelle Zahn





  27.86



Michelle Zahn





704.62


Midwest Farmers Cooperative

            258.62


Midwest Laboratories, Inc.



108.31


Midwest Service & Sales Co.


         1,624.20


Moore Medical Corp.




  22.65


Municipal Supply Inc. of NE


         2,061.60


Nebraska City Utilities                                             
970.86


NE Public Health Env. Lab.                                         33.00



Omaha Public Power District                              138,547.64


One Call Concepts, Inc.



  59.80


Otoe County                                                           13,333.35


Peggy Hobscheidt




515.05


Pepsi Cola of Lincoln



          
713.10


Percival Culligan Water



  34.35


Percival Culligan Water


               9.00


Petty Cash




              61.91


Pioneer Underground Sprinklers


299.00



Raymond Fuller




102.98


Reminisce 





  19.98


Sam’s Club




         1,450.00


Sam’s Club




         
  74.80



Sam Varney





102.98



Samantha Hoppe




107.48



Samantha Young




105.98



Savannah Zimmer




  54.98



School District #27                                                  1,180.00



Security Equipment, Inc.



162.00



JH Sporhase LLC




  84.70


JH Sporhase LLC




175.23


Stutheit Impl.





746.90
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Stutheim Impl.




257.75


Sue Antes





    8.94


Sydney Paden





  92.00


Syracuse Do It Best




  62.92


Syracuse Do It Best




304.71



Syracuse Do It Best




553.44



Syracuse Foundation                                              12,000.00



Syracuse Iron Works




553.52



Syracuse Iron Works




  60.90



Syracuse Journal Democrat



  50.00


Syracuse Lumber Co.



    
  94.76


Syracuse Motor Supply



513.30


Syracuse Vet. Service




  47.87


Tenant’s Deposit




300.00



Todd Valley Farms, Inc.



632.08



Tree City Tees





344.99


Tree City Tees





210.00


United Healthcare



       10,766.74



Verizon Wireless




148.94


Verizon Wireless




246.67


Windsteam




         1,414.06


Western Area Power Administration

         3,372.33


Westover Rock & Sand



418.39


Write Time Communications



  94.59


Zito Media





   8.39





US Postal Service




307.21


Todd Aksamit



                     2,922.15


Shayna Aksamit




680.78


Susan Antes



                     1,389.56


Carolyn Bremer


                   
182.70



Roy Bretthorst





272.43


Charles Bjork





434.04


Connor Bohlken



         1,118.23


Allison Brinkman




609.52


Garry Carman




         4,151.11


Deborah Dettmer




  92.35


Kelly Farmer




         2,752.67


Raymond Fuller




388.01


Eldon Halm




   
115.44



Eldon Halm




         2,869.36  



Kristina Henke



              92.35


Peggy Hobscheidt



         2,642.79


Samantha Hoppe




200.97


Emily Isaacs





311.22


Julie Isaacs




         1,048.56


Alex Johnson





323.38


Karen Kimpel





  20.08


Jason LaFollette



         2,975.40


Carol Linquist





115.44



Chris Lutjemeyer




  92.35


Lynn Lyon





  92.35


Kathleen Mahar




270.25


Allison Mead





331.57


Linda Merritt





  92.35



David Moss




         
716.70


Cassandra Oestmann




197.86


Coleman Orchard




713.10


Tomas Ortiz





369.40



Hunter Paden





518.85
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Sydney Paden





327.43


Christopher Parde




115.44


Kenneth Parde





115.44



Anna Rippe





326.46


Blayne Roberts



         1,137.27


Julie Slafter                                                              2,114.32


Richard Sitzman




115.44



Benjamin Steele



         2,122.94


Mitchell Stilmock




163.59


Mitchell Stubbendick


                     3,286.89


Sam Varney





273.24


Jeffery Vogt




         3,563.81


Timothy Wilson




115.44



Dale Young





972.26


Samantha Young




392.20


Aaron Zahn





  58.53


Mikayla Zahn





137.15


Michelle Zahn




            928.20


Savannah Zimmer




248.10
SHERIFF REPORT – Report presented by Sheriff Jim Gress and Chief Deputy Mike Holland.  There were 59 calls in August, 17 being Rescue calls.  Sheriff Gress presented Mayor and Council will the report outlining the hours of service by deputies in Syracuse for July and August.    

Sheriff Gress, Mayor Ortiz, Council member Lutjemeyer, City Attorney Stilmock and Otoe County Commissioners will meet to finalize the interlocal agreement between the City and Otoe County for law enforcement coverage for Syracuse.   
PARKS & RECREATION REPORT – Cheryl Halvorsen appeared before Mayor and Council for update on progress of irrigation and dirt work at soccer fields.  Mrs. Halvorsen stated that she meet with JEO Consulting Group, Inc. and storm water retention plan has been submitted to the State of Nebraska and dirt work will start as soon as permit is approved. 
Jill Crook, Chairman of the Playground Equipment Committee, appeared to update Mayor and Council on the progress of the completion of the project.  Mrs. Crook stated that the committee will have excess funds after paying for sod, cement and donor board.  Mrs. Crook requested that the Mayor and Council allow them to use a portion of the funds for a picnic shelter to be placed between Fields C and D.  The approximately cost of the shelter would be $11,106.00.  After picnic shelter, the Committee would be giving the City back $30,000 for their donated $35,000 funds.  The Committee would however like the funds to be used at the Sports Complex and for something that would benefit children and would be happy if the funds were used to help with the soccer fields or additional batting cage.

Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to approve the erecting of a picnic shelter to be located between Fields C and D at the Sports Complex, second by Lyon.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Henke, Lyon, Lutjemeyer.  Nays:  None.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – Report presented by Superintendent of Public Works Garry Carman.    Superintendent Carman reported that the Utilities Service Group will be bringing in equipment this week and work on the water tower will begin shortly.  Superintendent Carman reported that Utilities Service Group will be supplying the City with a portable pressure tank for extra backup in case it is needed. Superintendent Carman stated that he feels that the water supply should be fine and there should not be any problems.

Mayor and Council reviewed Pay Estimate # 1 for 2012 Syracuse Electrical Underground 

Distribution Replacement project for payment in the amount of $119,520.53 to IES Commercial, Inc..
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Matt Klein of JEO Consulting Group, Inc. and Superintendent Carman recommend payment of Pay Estimate #1 to IES Commercial, Inc.
Council member Lyon made the motion to approve Application for Pay Estimate No. 1 for Electrical Underground Distribution Project in the amount of $119,520.53, second by Lutjemeyer.  Roll Call:  Henke, Lyon, Lutjemeyer.  Nays:  None.
Discussion and Ordinance No. 931 on adding line item to monthly utility bill to defray the cost of water tower painting and maintenance was tabled until October 16, 2013 meeting.
Carolyn Gigstad, Executive Director, appeared before Mayor and Council to discuss the placing of 5 ‘ banners on the utility poles in the downtown and fairground areas, in the Sports Complex parking lot, on Education Drive, Park Street (HWY 50) and First Street.   Their plans is to place colorful “Welcome” banner that will make a good first impression on visitors and people passing through town and create more community pride. 

The banners will portray our newly developed brand for Syracuse consisting of the logo and slogan, Growing Community. Harvesting Success. They will depict Syracuse with approximately 15 photos on the banners and repeat them 3 times, depending on the number of banners sponsored. Categories of photos are: Nature, Children/School, Agriculture and Community.
Banners will be offered to businesses, families, individuals and organizations for $250 each. This includes using new brackets to secure the banner to the poles. Each banner will be printed with the same photo, front to back. The banners are expected to last 7-10 years with proper installation. Location and type of picture may be requested by the sponsor but will be done so on a first-come-first-served basis and is at the final discretion of the Chamber. The banners will be completed and installed as soon as enough sponsors are secured and photos are taken. 
Council member Lyon made the motion to approve the placing of banners and having the City workers install the banners and brackets on utility poles in the downtown and fairground areas, in the Sports Complex parking lot, on Education Drive, Park Street (HWY 50) and First Street, second by Lutjemeyer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lyon, Lutjemeyer, Henke.  Nays:  None.
Mayor and Council discussed the sale of City firearms.  The firearms were used by the former  City Police Department.  There are 8 handguns and 2 shotguns that will be advertised for sale.
Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to adopt RESOLUTON 13-09:  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SYRACUSE, OTOE COUNTY, NEBRASKA, AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF TEN FIREARMS, EACH OF WHICH HAVE A TOTAL VALUE OF LESS THAN $5,000.00, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lyon, Lutjemeyer, Henke.  Nays:  None.

A true, correct and complete copy of said resolution is attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference.
Mayor and Council discussed the sale of Pepsi Cola pop cooler and the drinking fountain from the swimming pool.  The fountain was not working and was replaced this summer.  City Clerk Hobscheidt stated that Pepsi Cola had called and they now did want to retain ownership of the pop cooler.  

Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to adopt RESOLUTON 13-10:  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SYRACUSE, OTOE COUNTY, NEBRASKA, AUTHORI
ZING THE SALE OF  A WATER FOUNTAIN,  WITH
 A TOTAL VALUE OF LESS THAN $5,000.00, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lyon,  Lutjemeyer, Henke.  Nays:  None.

A true, correct and complete copy of said resolution is attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference.
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Mayor Ortiz opened the public hearing on application for a conditional use permit pursuant to Syracuse Municipal Zoning Code Section 7.07.01 erecting of a pole sign on the following described real estate:  Lot B & All of Lot C, Replat of Zahn 2nd Subdivision, City of Syracuse, Otoe County, 
Nebraska.  
Cubby’s, Inc. wants to replace the face of the present pole sign with a bigger sign at their convenience store located at 110 N 30th Road.  The conditional use has been approved the Syracuse Planning Commission. 
Mayor Ortiz closed the public hearing.
Council member Lyon introduced Ordinance No. 932 entitled: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SYRACUSE, OTOE COUNTY, NEBRASKA GRANTING A CONDITIONAL USE TO ERECT A POLE SIGN ON THE FOLLOWING-DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE:  A TRACT OF LAND BEING NEW LOT B AND ALL OF LOT C, REPLAT OF ZAHN 2ND SUBDIVISION LOCATED IN PART OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER (SW ¼) OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER (SW ¼)  OF SECTION TEN (10), TOWNSHIP EIGHT (8) NORTH, RANGE ELEVEN (11) EAST OF THE 6TH P.M., OTOE COUNTY, NEBRASKA; TO PROVIDE FOR THE REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES OR SECTIONS; AND TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE, and moved that the statutory rule requiring reading on three different days be suspended.  Council member Lutjemeyer seconded the motion to suspend the rules and upon roll call on the motion, the following Council members voted YEA: Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  The following voted NAY: None.  The motion to suspend the rules was adopted by three-fourths of the City Council, and the statutory rule was declared suspended for consideration of said ordinance.

Said ordinance was then read by title, and thereafter Council member Lyon moved for final passage of the ordinance which motion was seconded by Council member Lutjemeyer.  The 

Mayor then stated the question, “Shall Ordinance No. 932 be passed and adopted?”  Upon roll call vote the following Council members voted YEA: Lyon,  Lutjemeyer, Henke.  The following Council members voted NAY:  None.  The passage and adoption of said ordinance, having been concurred in by a majority of all members of the City Council, the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted, and the Mayor in the presence of the City Council, signed and approved the ordinance, and the Clerk attested the passage and approval of the same and affixed her signature thereto.

A true, correct and complete copy of said ordinance is attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference.
Mayor and Council reviewed the report submitted by John Petersen of JEO Consulting Group, Inc. of the First and Ash Street Flooding Project.  The report outlines all phases and cost for each for completion of the project.

Mayor and Council will take the report and study the information.  City Clerk Hobscheidt was instructed to forward a copy of the report to Holly Armagost.

Council member Lyon made the motion to approve Tim Parde as new member to the Syracuse Rescue Squad, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lyon, Lutjemeyer, Henke.  Nays:  None.
Mayor Ortiz opened the public hearing for the purpose of hearing support, opposition, criticism, suggestions or observation of taxpayers relating to the 2013 – 2014 budget requests.  City Clerk Hobscheidt reviewed the budget documents with the Mayor and Council.  Total property tax requests for the 2013 – 2014 budget year is $483,883.   No one spoke in opposition of the budget documents.

Mayor Ortiz closed the public hearing.

Council member Lyon made the motion to take the base limitation percent increase of 2.5%, second by Lutjemeyer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None.
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Council member Lyon made the motion to take the additional 1% increase, second by Lutjemeyer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Henke, Lyon,  Lutjemeyer.  Nays:  None.

Council member Lutjemeyer introduced Ordinance No. 933 entitled: AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT THE BUDGET STATEMENT TO BE TERMED THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATION BILL; TO APPROPRIATE SUMS FOR NECESSARY EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE, and moved that the statutory rule requiring reading on three different days be suspended.  Council member Lyon seconded the motion to suspend the rules and upon roll call on the motion, the following Council members voted YEA: Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  The following voted NAY: None.  The motion to suspend the rules was adopted by three-fourths of the City Council, and the statutory rule was declared suspended for consideration of said ordinance.

Said ordinance was then read by title, and thereafter Council member Lyon moved for final passage of the ordinance which motion was seconded by Council member Lutjemeyer.  The 
Mayor then stated the question, “Shall Ordinance No. 933 be passed and adopted?”  Upon roll call vote the following Council members voted YEA: Lyon,  Lutjemeyer, Henke.  The following Council members voted NAY:  None.  The passage and adoption of said ordinance, having been concurred in by a majority of all members of the City Council, the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted, and the Mayor in the presence of the City Council, signed and approved the ordinance, and the Clerk attested the passage and approval of the same and affixed her signature thereto.

A true, correct and complete copy of said ordinance is attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference.

Mayor Ortiz opened the public hearing for the purpose of hearing support, opposition, criticism, suggestions or observation of taxpayers relating to setting the final levy.

The proposed 2013- 2014 property tax levy request is 0.50000.  No one spoke in opposition of the property tax levy.

Mayor Ortiz closed the hearing.

Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to adopt RESOLUTION NO. 13-11:  Whereas, Nebraska Revised Statute 77-02 provides that the property tax request for the prior year shall be the property tax request for the current year for purpose of the levy set by the County Board of Equalization unless Governing body of the City passes by a majority vote a resolution or ordinance setting the tax request at a different amount, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lyon, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None.

A true, correct and complete copy of said resolution is attached hereto and made a part hereof by 
reference.

City Attorney Stilmock will forward letter outlining property to be considered for annexation and it will be placed on the September Planning Commission agenda.

City Attorney Stilmock stated that he meet with Charles Martin owner of the property located at 324 6th street.  Mr. Martin is having medical issues at this time but will meet with City Attorney Stimock at a later date to develop a plan for clean-up of property.

City Attorney Stilmock stated that he has taken legal action against Larry & Hazel Lawton, the owners of the property located on 655 7th Street.

Council Lutjemeyer made the motion to go into closed session at 8:10 P.M. to discuss possible litigation, second by Lyon.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None.

Council member Lyon made the motion to go out of closed session at 8:35 P.M., second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None.
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Council member Lyon made the motion to adjourn at 8:36 P.M., second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None.

I the undersigned Clerk hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the proceedings had and done by the Mayor and Council; that all of the subjects included in the foregoing proceedings were contained in the agenda for the meeting; kept continually and available for inspection at the office of the City Clerk; that such subjects were contained in the said agenda for at least twenty-four hours prior to the said meeting; that at least one copy of the reproducible material discussed at the meeting was available at the meeting for the examination and copying by members of the public; that the said 

minutes were in written form and available for public inspection within ten working days or prior to the next convened meeting of the body; that all news media requesting

notification concerning time and place of said body were provided advance notification of time and place of said meeting and subjects to be discussed at said meeting.

________________________                                          ___________________________

City Clerk                                                                            Mayor


