SPECIAL MEETING

CITY COUNCIL

FEBRUARY 13, 2013
The Mayor and City Council of the City of Syracuse, Nebraska met at 6:00 P.M. on February 13, 2013 in special session in Council Chambers at 495 Midland Street.   Present were Acting Mayor Lutjemeyer, Council members Lyon, Dettmer and Henke.  Mayor Ortiz was absent.  Notice of meeting was given by posting in three places.  A copy of the posting notice and acknowledgement of notice to the Council is attached to these minutes.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice.  All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the meeting was open to the public.

Council member Lyon introduced Ordinance No.  922:  AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SYRACUSE, NEBRASKA, ESTABLISHING RATES TO BE CHARGED BY SYRACUSE LIGHT AND WATER DEPARTMENT FOR ELECTRICAL SERVICES TO THE PUBLIC AND REPEALING ALL OTHER RATES OR ORDINANCES AND PART OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ORDINANCE,  and moved that the statutory rule requiring reading on three different days be suspended.  Council member Henke seconded the motion to suspend the rules and upon roll call on the motion, the following Council members voted YEA: Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  The following voted NAY: None.  The motion to suspend the rules was adopted by three-fourths of the City Council, and the statutory rule was declared suspended for consideration of said ordinance.

Said ordinance was then read by title, and thereafter Council member Lyon moved for final passage of the ordinance which motion was seconded by Council member Henke.  The Mayor then stated the question, “Shall Ordinance No. 922 be passed and adopted?”  Upon roll call vote the following Council members voted YEA:  Henke, Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer.  The following Council members voted NAY:  None.  The passage and adoption of said ordinance, having been concurred in by a majority of all members of the City Council, the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted, and the Mayor in the presence of the City Council, signed and approved the ordinance, and the Clerk attested the passage and approval of the same and affixed her signature thereto.

A true, correct and complete copy of said ordinance is attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference.

Judy Mortiz appeared to discuss open fire pits.  Mrs. Moritz stated that her neighbor lights her fire pit all hours of the day and night, and then proceeds to either leave or go inside her residence.  Mrs. Moritz stated that this was done numerous times last summer during the drought and her neighbor has continued this policy this fall and winter.  Mrs. Mortiz is concerned about the unattended fire.

Mrs. Mortiz stated that she has voiced her concerns to her neighbor, but she continues to light her fire pits and leave it unattended.

There is no City ordinance against having open fire pits, but there is a State law against leaving a fire pit unattended.  Council member Lyon volunteered to speak with the individual and inform her that she is breaking the law.

Council member Lyon made the motion to approve Andy Griepenstroh as member of Syracuse Volunteer Fire Department, second by Dettmer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke.  Nays:  None.
Discussion was held on updating of City website.  City Clerk Hobscheidt reported that bids were received from Write Time Communications, Turbine Digital and Heath Christiansen.    After visiting with all individuals and discussing what the City wants and needs, Mayor Ortiz and Utility/Deputy Clerk Farmer recommend accepting the proposal of Heath Christiansen.  Mr. Christiansen proposal was for two options, Option A - $8,800 and Option B - $5,600.  
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Council member Lyon made the motion to approve proposal from Heath Christiansen for updating of City website and give Mayor Ortiz authority to proceed with which option would best suit the City’s needs, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Henke, Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer.  Nays:  None.

Council member Henke made the motion to adjourn at 6:30 P.M., second by Dettmer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke.  Nays:  None.

I the undersigned Clerk hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the proceedings had and done by the Mayor and Council; that all of the subjects included in the foregoing proceedings were contained in the agenda for the meeting; kept continually and available for inspection at the office of the City Clerk; that such subjects were contained in the said agenda for at least twenty-four hours prior to the said meeting; that 

at least one copy of the reproducible material discussed at the meeting was available at the meeting for the examination and copying by members of the public; that the said minutes were in written form and available for public inspection within ten working days or prior to the next convened meeting of the body; that all news media requesting notification concerning time and place of said body were provided advance notification of time and place of said meeting and subjects to be discussed at said meeting.

________________________                                          ___________________________

City Clerk                                                                            Mayor

