REGULAR MEETING

CITY COUNCIL

FEBRUARY 6, 2013
The Mayor and City Council of the City of Syracuse, Nebraska met at 6:00 P.M. on February 6, 2013 for their regular meeting in Council Chambers at 495 Midland Street.  Present were Mayor Ortiz, Council members Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer and Henke.  Notice of meeting was given by posting in three places.  A copy of the posting notice and acknowledgement of notice to the Council is attached to these minutes.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice.  All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the meeting was open to the public.

Stephanie DeGrott of Burr & Associates presented the Treasurer’s report.  Council member Lyon made the motion to approve the treasurer’s report and the following claims, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas: Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None. 



 AFLAC





535.56


Allied Refuse Services



422.79


American Legal Publishing Corp.


650.00


Aramark Uniform Srvices



101.74


B & B Pump N Go, Inc.

                     1,303.40


Baragary Construction, Inc.                                    
800.00


Ben Steele





159.90


Benefit Plans, Inc.




291.25



Blaine Reed





  60.00



Blaine Reed





  40.00



Ben Steele





 100.00



Brandon Loecker




  80.00



Brandon Loecker




  60.00



Brandt, Horan, Hallstrom & Stilmock                    2,029.75


Burr & Associates




525.00



Burr & Associates




341.00


Cardmember Service                                               2,184.03


Carol Linquist





  24.12


City of Syracuse




926.06


Combined Revenue Bonds Pri. & Int.
       16,220.00



Continental Research Corp.



  99.72



D & D Communications, Inc.



  56.00



Danko Emergency Equipment Co.


456.43


David Moss





  60.00



David Partsch




            100.00



Davidson Electric




  76.00



Dearborn National Life Ins. Co.


172.00



Demco                                                                          20.93


Double Day                                                                  60.49


Dutton Lainson Co.



         1,832.71


Electric Specialities Company


240.00



EMS Billing Services, Inc.

                     1,609.05


Environmental Analysis South, Inc.


  52.00


GE Money Bank/Amazon



126.28



Hank’s Garage




  67.00



Hawkins, Inc.





287.95


Hemje Plumbing & Heating                                         32.00


Ingram Library Services                                             187.94


Jason LaFollette




156.16



Jason LaFollette




  35.00



Jason LaFollette




  80.00



J.P. Cooke Co.





  90.50


Jeff Zoller





  80.00
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Jeff Zoller





  60.00



JEO Consulting Group, Inc.


         8,451.00


Kim Whitney





  60.00



Konica Minolta Business Solutions                              83.16


Kriz David Co.




543.16


Martin Marietta Aggregates



349.88




Matheson Tri-Gas, Inc.



  54.75


Menards




         3,000.00



Mes-Midam




         1,366.38



Mike’s Window Service, LLC


  63.90



Municipal Supply Inc. of NE


         1,243.63


Nebraska City Utilities                                            2,225.21


Nebraska City Utilities



453.79



Nebraska City Basketball



300.00



Nebraska DHHA




450.00



Nebraska Department of Road                                1,537.50


NE Public Health Env. Lab.                                       211.00


Nicole Werschky



  
153.36


NMC Exchange LLC



         1,507.44



Northern Safety Co.




117.86


Notary Public Underwriters, Inc.


  35.00



Omaha Public Power District                              122,917.31


Omaha Public Power District                                  5,419.99


One Call Concepts, Inc.



    8.45


Otoe County                                                           13,333.35



Palfleet Truck Equipment



107.39


Peggy Hobscheidt




166.50



Percival Culligan Water



  25.90


Petty Cash




              44.16


SE Area Clerks Assoc.



  10.00


Secretary of State




  20.00



Smarty LLC





  82.94



Syracuse Foundations



         1,653.00



Stutheit Implement




    9.86


Syracuse Do It Best




230.25


Syracuse Iron Works




493.16


Syracuse Lumber Co.




147.79


Syracuse Motor Supply



126.23


T & R Electric 

                                 5,403.00


T’s 2 Pleeze





316.00



Terry’s Family Foods                                                 216.08


The Added Touch




  52.50



Tim Jensen





  80.00



Tomas Ortiz





  49.40


Turner Moore





  60.00



Tyler Farley





  60.00



United Healthcare



       11,167.13


US Postal Service




307.04



US Postal Service




  92.00



US Postal Service




305.00



Utilities Section League



340.00



Utilities Service Group


         1,012.50



Western Area Power Administration

         4,134.45


Windstream




         1,354.50


Windstream





  94.84



Winning Traditions LLC



  37.00



Write Time Communications



326.88




Todd Aksamit



                     1,620.82


Susan Antes



                     1,452.97
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Carolyn Bremer


                   
182.70


Roy Bretthorst





217.02


Garry Carman




         2,603.09


Deborah Dettmer




  92.35


Kelly Farmer




         1,708.32


Eldon Halm




   
115.44


Eldon Halm




         1,804.68  


Kristina Henke



  
  92.35


Karen Kimpel





  73.65


Peggy Hobscheidt



         1,695.93


Kurt Kastens




         2,189.15


Jason LaFollette



         1,670.68


Carol Linquist





115.44


Chris Lutjemeyer




  92.35


Lynn Lyon





  92.35


Linda Merritt





  92.35


Cassandra Oestmann




140.60


Tomas Ortiz





369.40


Kenneth Parde





115.44


Tracy Sachs





115.44


Julie Slafter                                                              1,335.56


Richard Sitzman




115.44


Benjamin Steele



         1,466.03


Jeffery Vogt




         2,177.62


Timothy Wilson




115.44


Michelle Zahn





  51.25
SHERIFF REPORT – Chief Deputy Mike Holland was not able to attend meeting.  

PARKS & RECREATION REPORT – Report presented Recreation Coordinator Ben Steele.  Coordinator Steele reported that Syracuse will be hosting a basketball tournament for 3rd through 6th Grade boys and girls on March 2, 2013.  Coordinator Steele is also researching holding the Hershey track and field games here in Syracuse.  Steele will keep the Mayor and Council apprised on the progress of the meet. 

Jill Crook, Andy Seelhoff, Barry Brandt and Barry Janssen appeared before Mayor and Council to discuss the playground equipment at the Ball Complex.  Mrs. Crook stated that they are considering having the play area be 50’X70’ and be handicapped accessible.  They are also including equipment for younger children and would like to place benches around the area for adults.

Mrs. Crook reported that Bob Bruns has offered his services for the dirt work and Anthony Hensley of B & J’s Family Restaurant gave the $1,050 raised from the Chili Cook-off to the project.   Mrs. Crook stated that they would like to place a donation sign by the playground listing all donors.  The divisions are $100-249 – Green, $250-499 – Bronze, $500-999 – Silver, $1,000–4,999 – Gold, $5,000–9999 – Platinum and $10,000 – Diamond. 

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – Report presented by Superintendent of Public Works Garry Carman.
  Mayor Ortiz opened the public hearing on the One and Six Year Street Plan.   The one year plan includes the repairs of 5th Street curb and gutters.  The six year plan includes the repairs of 5th Street curb and gutters, alley replacement, W 9th Street extension and Walnut Street from 1st to 4th Street.
There were no additions or corrections to the One and Six Year Street Plan.

Mayor Ortiz closed the public hearing.
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Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to adopt RESOLUTION 13-02, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.

A true, correct and complete copy of said resolution is attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference.

Dave Peterson and Matt Kalin, JEO Consulting Group, Inc. appeared before Mayor and Council to discuss the Electric Underground Distribution Replacement project.  The project consists of furnishing and installing new underground primary distribution lines consisting of 28,280 lineal feet and all incidentals for a complete and operational system and removal of existing underground primary distribution lines.  The engineer estimate cost of project is $334,631.12.

Council member Lyon made the motion to approve the engineer estimate of $334,631.12 for Electric Underground Distribution Replacement project, second by Lutjemeyer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke.  Nays:  None.
The invitation to bid project will be advertised in the Syracuse Journal-Democrat for three weeks.  The bid opening would be held on March 8, 2013 and award of contract would be held at the March 13, 2013 meeting.
Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to advertise the invitation to bid for the Electric Underground Distribution Replacement project, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None.

Dave Peterson, JEO Consulting Group, Inc. reviewed with Mayor and Council the results of the electric rate study.  Mr. Peterson reported that Omaha Public Power District raised their rates 5% as of January 1, 2013.  After review of current electric rates and revenue and with the electrical underground project, Mr. Peterson feels that the City would need to increase rates by 6%.  
City Attorney Stilmock stated that an ordinance is needed to change electric rates and would need be to be passed before February 15, 2013 to be added to this monthly utility billing.  

A special meeting will be held on February 13, 2013 at 6:00 P.M. and ordinance will be introduced at that time for increase in electric rates.

Superintendent Carman stated that the items to be sold at the Otoe County Consignment Sale are tractor mount cement mixer, Snapper comet riding lawn mower, box liner for pickup truck, and two tool boxes for pickup with rear window cage. 

Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to adopt RESOLUTION 13-03:  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SYRACUSE, OTOE COUNTY, NEBRASKA, AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF A TRACTOR MOUNT CEMENT MIXER; SNAPPER COMET RIDING LAWN MOWER; BOX LINER FOR PICKUP TRUCK; AND TWO TOOL BOXES FOR PICKUP WITH REAR WINDOW CAGE, WITH A TOTAL VALUE OF LESS THAN $5,000.00, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.

A true, correct and complete copy of said resolution is attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference.

Mayor and Council revisited the request of Council member Dettmer for placing on stop signs at north and south intersections of 8th & Poplar Street and 8th & Locust Street.

Council member Lyon stated that he visited the area and that he did not feel that a stop sign is needed on Poplar Street but would be in favor of a stop sign at 8th and Locust Street.

Page 5 – February 6, 2013

Council member Dettmer made the motion to adopt RESOLUTION 13-04:  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SYRACUSE, OTOE COUNTY, NEBRASKA, ESTABLSHING THE PLACEMENT OF STOP SIGNS FOR NORTHBOUND AND SOUTHBOUND TRAFFIC ON LOCUST STREET AT THE INTERSECTION OF 8TH AND LOCUST STREETS IN THE CITY OF SYRACUSE, OTOE COUNTY, NEBRASKA; TO PROVIDE FOR THE REPEAL OF CONFLICTING RESOLUTIONS OR SECTIONS; AND TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE, second by Lyon.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke.  Nays:  None.
A true, correct and complete copy of said resolution is attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference.

Mayor and Council discussed the request of the Syracuse Area Chamber of Commerce to use the Public Library meeting room for monthly meetings and waive the rental fee. Carolyn Gigstad, Executive Director, was unable to attend the meeting.   The Chamber of Commerce would like to hold monthly noon meetings at the Public Library and would like to have the rental fee waived.  Mayor and Council discussed if this would set a presidency for having all other non-profit group request use of the Public Library at no cost.
Council member Lyon stated that he would be in favor of the Chamber using the Public Library for monthly meetings at no cost, if the Library is not rented at the time of the meeting.

Council member Lyon made the motion to allow the Syracuse Area Chamber of Commerce use the Public Library Meeting room at no cost for the monthly noon meetings, as long as the Public Library is not rented on that day and time, second by Lutjemeyer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None. 

Jamie Hestermann appeared before Mayor and Council to discuss holding a Fun Run/Walk in memory of Addison Hestermann on March 30, 2013 at 9:00 A.M.    All proceeds of the run/walk to be donated to the Children’s Hospital and for the playground equipment at the Sports Complex.  Mrs. Hestermann questioned if the City would be willing to waive the requirement of liability insurance for the run, as the premium is very costly.  City Attorney Stilmock stated that the City has required liability insurance with the City listed as an additional insurer for all activities and runs that are held on City streets. 

Mayor Ortiz stated that he would donate his Mayoral salary to pay for the liability insurance for the fun run.  Mayor Ortiz asked that Mrs. Hestermann inform Granneman Agency that he would be paying for the insurance.

Mayor and Council requested that Mrs. Hestermann bring a map of the route and  
Insurance certificate to the March Council meeting.  Mrs. Hestermann thanked Mayor Ortiz for his generosity.
Randy Sump appeared before Mayor and Council to discuss the Syracuse Business Center subdivision agreement.  Mr. Sump stated that the Department of Roads are now demanding north and south turning lanes, he is currently waiting for the State to notify him of what they will be paying to help fund the project and for spring to start work.

Mr. Sump stated that the subdivision agreement does not include the highway project, only the subdivision itself.  The only items left to be completed are the electrical, street lighting and signs, which will be done the City Utility department, and sidewalks. 
Mr. Sump questioned if he had to have the sidewalk put in before construction or could that wait until after, as he has included sidewalks in the covenants of the subdivision.  
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Also, he was requesting that the sidewalks be taken out of the subdivision agreement and that the security funds for sidewalks be released.

City Attorney Stilmock stated that he had requested that City Clerk Hobscheidt review the tape from the meeting when the subdivision agreement was signed, at the meeting the Mayor and Council wanted the sidewalks in the agreement and security funds in place.  But, at that time, Mayor and Council agreed to have the sidewalks put in place after construction on the lots.

City Attorney Stilmock also stated that Superintendent Carman was waiting on completion of electrical due to new property owners may want the electric service placed on a different portion of the lot.  Mr. Sump would like to have the electrical, street lights and street signs completed at this time.  Superintendent Carman stated that he could have the project completed by August 2013.  Mr. Sump again questioned if sidewalks could be removed from agreement and security funds released or could a portion of the security funds be released as the property develops and sidewalks are put in place.
Mayor Ortiz stated that he was in favor of a compromise with the sidewalks remaining in the agreement but a portion of the security funds released as sidewalks are completed on each individual lot.  Council agreed.

City Attorney Stilmock will draw up an addendum for the next meeting on the three projects that the City needs to complete and include the sidewalks and security funds with a new date of January 1, 2023.

City Attorney Stilmock is working on update of City Code book.

City Attorney Stilmock stated that he that not received a proposal from JEO Consulting Group, Inc. for annexation study.

Mayor Ortiz stated that the process of obtaining bids for updating the website was underway and hopefully bids will be received for the March 13, 2013 Special Meeting. 
City Attorney Stilmock stated that he had nothing to report on Zito Media contract or status of law suits against several nuisance properties.

Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to adjourn at 8:30 P.M., second by Lyon.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.

I the undersigned Clerk hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the proceedings had and done by the Mayor and Council; that all of the subjects included in the foregoing proceedings were contained in the agenda for the meeting; kept continually and available for inspection at the office of the City Clerk; that such subjects were contained in the said agenda for at least twenty-four hours prior to the said meeting; that at least one copy of the reproducible material discussed at the meeting was available at the meeting for the examination and copying by members of the public; that the said minutes were in written form and available for public inspection within ten working days or prior to the next convened meeting of the body; that all news media requesting
notification concerning time and place of said body were provided advance notification of time and place of said meeting and subjects to be discussed at said meeting.

________________________                                          ___________________________

City Clerk                                                                            Mayor

