REGULAR MEETING

CITY COUNCIL

JANUARY 16, 2013
The Mayor and City Council of the City of Syracuse, Nebraska met at 6:00 P.M. on January 16, 2013 for their regular meeting in Council Chambers at 495 Midland Street.  Present were Mayor Ortiz, Council members Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer and Henke.  Notice of meeting was given by posting in three places.  A copy of the posting notice and acknowledgement of notice to the Council is attached to these minutes.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice.  All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the meeting was open to the public.

 Council member Lyon made the motion to approve the treasurer’s report and the following claims, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas: Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None. 



Aaron Walters





  75.00



AFLAC





393.68



Allied Refuse Services



413.85


American Public Power Assoc.


787.98



Aramark Uniform Srvices



484.56


Awards Unlimited, Inc.



  66.90



B & B Pump N Go, Inc.

                     1,254.05


Baragary Construction, Inc.                                    
416.00


Ben Steele





122.23



Biblionix LLC                                                         1,000.00  



Blaine Reed





140.00



Bound Tree Medical, LLC



220.63



Brandon Loecker




  60.00                      


Brandt, Horan, Hallstrom & Stilmock                    2,587.50



Capital Business Systems, Inc.


  44.71 


Burr & Associates




525.00



Cardmember Service                                                  200.38


Carol Linquist





162.96



Chamber of Commerce



  90.00



Chris Richardson




  50.00



Christa Reed





    5.65



City of Syracuse




707.43


Combined Revenue Bonds Pri. & Int.
       16,220.00



Danko Emergency Equipment Co.


  62.13



Darold Grundman




400.00



David Partsch




            100.00



Dawn Maier





250.00





Demco                                                                           44.38


Double Day                                                                 433.35


Dugan Business Forms



932.99



Emergency Repair Service



230.00



EMS Billing Services, Inc.

                     1,681.94


Enerspect Medical Solutions, Inc.


622.22



Environmental Analysis South, Inc.


  52.00


Eric Straw





  25.00



Farmers Cooperative



         1,005.76


Fort Dearborn Life Ins. Co.



172.00



Garry Carman





158.30



Gatehouse Media NE Holdings, Inc.


129.00


GE Money/Amazon                                                    165.98


Granneman Agency




  40.00



Grainger





  53.20


Hach






  53.20


Hank’s Garage




  30.00
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Heiman Fire Equipment, Inc.



336.23



Hemje Plumbing & Heating                                    1,500.00


Ingram Library Services                                             118.38


Jason LaFollette




160.00



Jeff Vogt





160.00



Jeff Zoller





160.00



JEO Consulting Group, Inc.


       14,335.75


Johnson Hardware Company



410.00


Kastens Ford, LTD




  80.79


Kelly Farmer





  60.00



Kim Parde





  75.00



Konica Minolta Business Solutions                            256.74


Kriz David Co.




  38.43



Kuhl Trenching & Excavating, Inc.

         1,660.00



Langfeldt Overhead Door, Inc.


550.00



Lynn Lyon





  75.00


Matheson Tri-Gas, Inc.



116.90


Moore Medical Corp.


                     1,151.85




Municipal Service & Supply 



288.38


Nate Stilmock





160.00



Nebraska City Basketball Club


300.00



Nebraska City Utilities                                            1,427.71


Nebraska Library Assoc.



180.00



Nebraska City Basketball Club


150.00



NE Public Health Env. Lab.                                         59.00



Nebraska U.C. Fund




  65.56



Nebraska Secretary of State



  30.00



Nicole Werschky



  
191.70


Northern Safety Co.




  72.46



Notary Public Underwriters, Inc.


  65.00



Orkin






  67.10



Omaha Public Power District                              112,543.18


Omaha Public Power District                                  1,440.12



One Call Concepts, Inc.



  53.45



Otoe County                                                           13,333.35



Otoe County Clerk




195.88



Peggy Neemann




  75.00


Percival Culligan Water



  17.45


Petty Cash




              61.63


Redbook





  21.97



Rod Nincehelser




350.00



Ron Rosenthal





300.00



Sam’s Club/GECRB




  47.71



Sharrow Morrow




283.50



Simple & Delicious




  16.98



Southeast Cellular




159.74



Stutheit Implement




100.15



Subway





100.00



Syracuse Do It Best




394.53


Syracuse Iron Works




320.95



Syracuse Lumber Co.




136.96


Syracuse Motor Supply



364.14


Syracuse Rescue Squad                                         15,555.00



Syracuse Vol. Fire Dept.



443.02



Terry’s Family Foods                                                   46.08


The Added Touch




  52.50



The Book Farm, Inc.




  80.86



Tim Antes





  75.00
Page 3 – January 16, 2013



Tim Jensen





  80.00



Tim Wilson





224.69



Town & Country Pharmacy                                          13.15


Tracy Sachs





  75.00



Tripple D’s





  27.20



Tri-State Office Products                                             25.77


USA Blue Book




  28.15



TrueGreen 





988.00



United Healthcare



       10,533.28


Verizon Wireless                                                        148.04


Western Area Power Administration

         4,357.13


Verizon Wireless




296.06



Western Sand & Gravel Co.



170.35



William Breazile




175.00



Windstream




         1,171.39


Zahn Construction, Inc.



468.78



Todd Aksamit



                     1,749.10


Susan Antes



                     1,399.99


Carolyn Bremer


                   
186.31


Roy Bretthorst





212.29


Alan Britton





117.94


Garry Carman




         2,611.77


Deborah Dettmer




  94.35



Kelly Farmer




         1,706.44



Eldon Halm




   
117.94



Eldon Halm




         1,902.29


Kristina Henke



  
117.94


Karen Kimpel





  41.05



Peggy Hobscheidt



         1,744.91


Kurt Kastens




         2,167.97


Jason LaFollette



         1,759.12


Carol Linquist





117.94


Chris Lutjemeyer




117.94


Lynn Lyon





117.94


Linda Merritt





  94.35


Cassandra Oestmann




384.49



Tomas Ortiz





377.40



Kenneth Parde





117.94



Tracy Sachs





117.94



Julie Slafter                                                              1,375.43


Richard Sitzman




117.94



Benjamin Steele



         1,424.96



Jeffery Vogt




         2,283.61


Daniel Whitney



    
350.00



Timothy Wilson




117.94

SHERIFF REPORT  – Report presented by Chief Deputy Mike Holland.  Deputy Holland stated that there were 71 calls in December, 10 being rescue calls.  
PARKS & RECREATION REPORT – Report presented Recreation Coordinator Ben Steele.  Coordinator Steele reported that the tumbling and girls & boys basketball programs are underway.  Jill Crook, Andy Seelhoff and Barry Brandt appeared before Mayor and Council to discuss the placing of playground equipment at the Ball Complex.  Mrs. Crook stated that they are requesting permission to place playground equipment at the complex and after receiving permission will start raising funds.  Ms. Rowe stated that they have tentatively set their goal at $50,000.00.  The Syracuse Area Economic Development Corporation has pledged $10,000 matching funds.  The committee would like to place a sign listing all donors at the site.
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Andy Seelhoff informed Mayor and Council that the area they would like to see the equipment set is between Field B & C, where the equipment could be utilized and easily visible from the soccer fields.  Mr. Seelhoff also requested that Recreation Coordinator Steele work with the group on placement, fund raising and be the City contract person.  
Mayor and Council gave the committee their support and requested that they return with more detailed plans and donation list and the City would consider what funds they would be willing to add to the project.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – Report presented by Superintendent of Public Works Garry Carman.
  Superintendent Carman reviewed with Mayor and Council the professional agreement received from JEO Consulting Group, Inc. for engineering for Electrical Underground Distribution Replacement.

The agreement outlines the services for preliminary design phase, final design phase, bidding & negotiation services, construction services and RPR services.  The total fee for engineering is $38,014.

Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to adopt RESOLUTION 13-01:  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SYRACUSE, OTOE COUNTY, NEBRASKA TO APPROVE, RATIFY AND ACCEPT THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN JEO CONSULTING GROUP, INC. AND THE CITY OF SYRACUSE, OTOE COUNTY, NEBRASKA FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR 2012 ELECTRICAL UNDERGOUND DISTRIBUTION REPLACEMENT JEO PROJECT NO. 121275 FOR THE CITY OF SYRACUSE, OTOE COUNTY, NEBRASKA; TO APPROVE THE EXECUTION THEREOF, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None.

A true, correct and complete copy of said resolution is attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference.
Report and review of Electric Underground Distribution Replacement preliminary design by Dave Peterson of JEO Consulting Group, Inc. was tabled until the February meeting.

Superintendent Carman informed Mayor and Council that there are several older pieces of equipment that he would like to sell on the Otoe County Consignment Auction.  Carman was instructed to submit information on equipment to City Attorney Stilmock and he will prepare a resolution for sale of property for February meeting.           

Mayor and Council revisited the previous decision to install stop signs at the north and south intersections of Mohawk and 9th Street.  Council members Lutjemeyer and Lyon both stated that they studied the intersection and have concerns about traffic stopping at Stop sign when traveling south and questioned if north bound traffic would be able to proceed after stopping during inclement weather.

Mayor and Council agreed to not install Stop signs at north and south intersections of Mohawk and 9th Street at this time.  
Council member Lyon made the motion to approve Brian Walters as new member to Syracuse Volunteer Fire Department, second by Lutjemeyer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.

Council member Dettmer stated that there is a need for the installation of stop signs at north and south intersections of 8th & Poplar Street and 8th & Locust Street. Council member Dettmer stated that those two streets are direct routes to the Elementary school.  Council member Dettmer is concerned about safety of traffic and pedestrians.
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Council member Lyon stated that he thought that there was a traffic study prepared on that area, City Attorney Stilmock and City Clerk Hobscheidt will try to locate study and item was table until next meeting.

Mayor and Council reviewed the 2011 – 2012 audit report prepared by Goracke, Ritterbush & Piotrowski, L.L.P.  Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to approve the 2011 – 2012 audit report, second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None.
Mayor and Council discussed the annexation of several properties that had been included in previous annexation studies, but have not been annexed into the City.  Mayor Ortiz stated that there are several properties, including the property on the south west side of the railroad tracks on Highway 50, property across from the High School, the Hansen property and Stutheit Implement.  Mayor Ortiz would like to have an annexation study conducted on property not included in previous studies and review study and move forward with annexation of these properties.  
City Attorney Stilmock will contact JEO Consulting Group, Inc. and obtain a cost proposal to include those properties and bring back to the February meeting.

Mayor and Council discussed the end of six month probation period of Deputy/Utility Clerk Kelly Farmer. City Clerk Hobscheidt stated that Ms. Farmer is learning the utility system very quickly and has volunteered to take on the responsibility of updating the City website.  City Clerk Hobscheidt stated that she would like to end probation period and recommended a 2% salary increase.
Council member Lyon made the motion to end the probation period for Deputy/Utility Clerk Kelly Farmer and give Deputy/Utility Clerk Farmer a 2% salary increase, second by Dettmer.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Henke, Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer.  Nays:  None.

City Attorney Stilmock is working on update of City Code book.

Mayor Ortiz reported that a meeting was held with Eric Behrends to discuss the updating of the City website.  Mr. Behrends was going to submit a fee for his services and City employees are going to review web sites of other communities to see what would be the best format for the website. 
City Attorney Stilmock stated that he had nothing to report on Zito Media contract or status of law suits against several nuisance properties.

Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to go into closed session at 7:34 P.M. to discuss possible litigation, second by Lyon.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lyon, Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke.  Nays:  None.
Council member Lyon made the motion to go out of closed session at 8:29 P.M., second by Henke.  Roll Call:  Dettmer, Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon.  Nays:  None.

Council member Lutjemeyer made the motion to adjourn at 8:30 P.M., second by Lyon.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Lutjemeyer, Henke, Lyon, Dettmer.  Nays:  None.

I the undersigned Clerk hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the proceedings had and done by the Mayor and Council; that all of the subjects included in the foregoing proceedings were contained in the agenda for the meeting; kept continually and available for inspection at the office of the City Clerk; that such subjects were contained in the said agenda for at least twenty-four hours prior to the said meeting; that at least one copy of the reproducible material discussed at the meeting was available at the meeting for the examination and copying by members of the public; that the said minutes were in written form and available for public inspection within ten working days or prior to the next convened meeting of the body; that all news media requesting
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 notification concerning time and place of said body were provided advance notification of time and place of said meeting and subjects to be discussed at said meeting.

________________________                                          ___________________________

City Clerk                                                                            Mayor

