2- December 10, 2025

REGULAR MEETING
CITY COUNCIL

December 10, 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk184807767]The Mayor and City Council of the City of Syracuse, Nebraska met at Syracuse City Hall Council Chambers at 495 Midland Street at 6:00 P.M. on December 10, 2025 for a regular meeting.  The meeting was open to the public and notice of meeting was given by posting in five places: Syracuse City Hall lobby, First Bank of Nebraska lobby, Countryside Bank, U.S. Post Office lobby and Syracuse Fresh Market window.  Proof of publication in Syracuse Journal Democrat was shown.  Mayor Dettmer was present and requested roll call; present were Council members, Wesley Halvorse, Robert Johnson, Jerry Werner, Nate Patton; no one absent.  A copy of the publication notice and acknowledgement of notice to the Council is attached to these minutes.  Dettmer explained anyone can speak on an issue with a time limit of three minutes and must sign in with their name and address on sheet in front of room. Dettmer noted the Open Meetings Act was posted.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in advance notice.  All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the meeting was open to the public.  Minutes for the November 12th 2025 regular City Council meeting were approved as written.

Mayor Dettmer led the annual appointments to the following positions and request of City Council approval: City Clerk – Kelly Farmer, Superintendent of Public Works – Jeff Vogt, Building and Zoning Inspector – Bruce Neemann, City Attorney – Brandt, Horan, Hallstrom, & Stilmock consisting of Ryan McIntosh, Scott Smith and Bob Hallstrom, City Treasurer – Kelly Farmer, City Street Superintendent – Brian Friedrichsen of Olsson, City Engineer – Olsson, Finance Committee – Nate Patton and Jerry Werner.  Council Member Wesley Halvorsen moved to approve the appointment recommendations, Robert Johnson seconded.  Roll Call: Yeas: Nate Patton, Jerry Werner, Robert Johnson, Wesley Halvorsen.  Nays: none.

Mayor Dettmer led the discussion and election of Council President.  Council Member Nate Patton moved to nominate Jerry Werner as Council President, Wesley Halvorsen seconded.  Roll Call: Yeas: Robert Johnson, Jerry Werner, Nate Patton, Wesley Halvorsen.  Nays: none.

LIBRARY REPORT – Director Melissa Juilfs present with a report and updates such as installation of a new door system by Johnson Hardware, the addition of an electric stove, roof evaluations, book clubs, recap of Tannenbaum Festival, as well as upcoming programs and events.

HEARING OF THOSE PRESENT – No one present to speak.

PARKS AND REC – Director Sonni Graves reported the playground is done, fitness equipment has been installed; Baragary will do concrete work at the fitness equipment in the Spring.

PUBLIC WORKS – Superintendent Jeff Vogt present.  Mayor Dettmer led the discussion to update and revise electrical rates pursuant to Syracuse Code of Ordinances Section 32.374.  Jessica Meyer and Jeff Vogt spoke on behalf of Dave Peterson of JEO and his study on rate increases.  The proposed rate increase is 1.5% plus increases in the monthly service fees will increase to $13.75 (single-phase) and $21.25 (3-phase).  The monthly service fee increase is to cover the AMI Project scheduled for the coming months.  Council Member Nate Patton moved to move forward with the proposed increases, Jerry Werner seconded. Roll Call: Yeas: Robert Johnson, Wesley Halvorsen, Jerry Werner, Nate Patton. Nays: none. A resolution will be adopted at the January 14, 2026 regular City Council meeting.

Mayor Dettmer led the discussion and Resolution No. 25-29 to approve Final Certificate of Substantial Completion for Watts Electric Company for the 2023 Electrical Distribution System Improvements project, authorizing Mayor’s signature.  Council Member Jerry Werner moved to adopt the resolution for the certificate of substantial completion, Nate Patton seconded.  Roll Call: Yeas: Wesley Halvorsen, Jerry Werner, Robert Johnson, Nate Patton. Nays: none.
  
Mayor Dettmer led the discussion and Resolution No. 25-30 to approve the 2026 Maintenance Agreement No. 45 between NDOT and City of Syracuse, authorizing Mayor’s signature.  Jeff Vogt explained this is the annual agreement for snow removal on Nebraska Highway 50 going through town.  An increase to the per mile was made by NDOT from 665.00 per lane mile and will now $1430.00 per lane mile.  Council Member Robert Johnson moved to approve the resolution and agreement, Wesley Johnson seconded.  Roll Call: Yeas: Nate Patton, Wesley Halvorsen, Robert Johnson, Jerry Werner. Nays: none.

Mayor Dettmer led the discussion and approval to purchase motor grader.  Jeff received bids on an ’07 CAT as well as an ‘07 John Deere. Council Member Nate Patton moved to approve the CAT at $62,000.00, Robert Johnson seconded.  Roll Call: Yeas: Jerry Werner, Wesley Halvorsen, Nate Patton, Robert Johnson.  Nays: none.

Mayor Dettmer led the discussion and approval to advertise for bids for Lawn & Leaf Pile Cleanup 2026 Agreement.  The agreement will be a 3-year agreement such as the current one.  The current agreement expires December 31, 2025.  Council Member Nate Patton moved to approve to advertise for the cleanup bids, Jerry Werner seconded.  Roll Call: Yeas: Robert Johnson, Wesley Halvorsen, Nate Patton, Jerry Werner.  Nays: none.

OLD BUSINESS – Mayor Dettmer led the discussion and Ordinance No. 1167 to establish a permit process for controlling fowl within city limits.  Jessica Meyer spoke of the contents of the proposed ordinance addressing previous concerns such as reducing the number of fowl allowed down to four, requiring a permit from the City of Syracuse, as well as pin enclosure placement and dimension requirements.  Committee meetings have been held by members of the community and two Council members.  Other concerns mentioned and addressed in the ordinance include storage of food, odor and the ability for the City Building and Zoning Inspector would be able to access the property to inspect.  Randy Dunster of Syracuse came forward to present an online petition with just under 200 signatures.  He addressed some confusion with some of the addresses and spoke of the Nebraska City ordinance allowing chickens.  Since they passed the ordinance in 2017 they have issued nine permits in a population of 7200 residents. A question was asked regarding those within City limits who currently have fowl if they will need to comply with the new ordinance.  City Attorney Ryan McIntosh explained yes everyone will need to comply with the approved ordinance.  Nate Patton explained the City addresses issues on a complaint-based system.  If there is a complaint made to city staff, it will be pursued to see if a violation is occurring and work with the individual to reach compliance. Council Member Nate Patton spoke of the discussions during the committee meetings.  Council Member Wesley Halvorsen moved to introduce Ordinance No. 1167, Nate Patton seconded.  Roll Call: Yeas: Wesley Halvorsen, Nate Patton.  Nays: Robert Johnson, Jerry Werner.  The vote by Council tied 2 to 2.  Mayor Dettmer is allowed the tie-breaking vote; her vote is no, no further discussion.  Motion failed, no passage of Ordinance No. 1167.

NEW BUSINESS – Mayor Dettmer led the discussion and approval of DTR Application for Riverstone Bank, 390 5th Street.  Jessica Meyer explained an application has been submitted to repair the roof at the property.  The current owner would like to use the property for community events and rental space.  Currently there are $300,000.00 left in DTR funds.  Council Member Jerry Werner moved to approve the DTR application, Nate Patton seconded.  Roll Call: Yeas: Wesley Halvorsen, Robert Johnson, Nate Patton, Jerry Werner. Nays: none.   

Mayor Dettmer led the discussion and approval of 2025 City Financial Audit; Julie Bauman CPA, P.C. present.  Bauman explained the process for the financial statement audit including reviewing minutes and activities for the City of Syracuse during 2025, payroll processes, treasurer reports, control structure, financials, federal grants/funds received, budget procedures, as well as outstanding bonds and loans.  No single audit was needed this year as the City was under the $1,000,000.00 threshold. Bauman explained they issue opinions on both the governmental activities as well as from the proprietary activities and the component unit which is the Sports Complex bond; $520,000.00 is remaining in this bond.  The government wide set of financials are cash basis where the proprietary which is the electric, water, and sewer is full accrual.  Bauman feels the outcome of both came out very well this year.  Government wide shows total assets at $18,448,026.00; this does not count infrastructure.  Equity included forgiveness of debt as well as some other cash flow items.   Proprietary funds total capital assets (infrastructure) is at $15,090,209.00.  Long term debt on the utility side is $8,812,299.00. The City received an unmodified opinion, the best opinion available, no opinion on compliance which no opinion is a good thing including having no deficiencies.  Bauman reported everything she asked for was made available and she was very pleased with the process. She expressed how important the Council Members and administration are and how the City is a very well ran government.  Bauman suggested an equity transfer before our next budget out of the utilities into the general fund to help with some of those larger projects.  Council Member Wesley Halvorsen moved to approve the 2025 Financial Audit for the City, Jerry Werner seconded.  Roll Call: Yeas: Nate Patton, Robert Johnson, Jerry Werner, Wesley Halvorsen.  Nays: none. Julie will submit the electronic copy to the State Auditor’s office; she will copy Clerk Farmer on the confirmation. 

Mayor Dettmer led the authorization for Mayor to sign Management Representation Letter for 2025 Audit.  Council Member Jerry Werner moved to approve the Mayor to sign Management Representation Letter, Nate Patton seconded.  Roll Call: Yeas: Wesley Halvorsen, Robert Johnson, Jerry Werner, Nate Patton. Nays: none.

Mayor Dettmer led the approval of claims and Treasurers Report; Todd Blome of BMG present. Blome provided the treasurer’s report and disbursements exceeding $3000.00 as of November 30th.  Blome spoke of a loss in the governmental funds, something Julie had touched on also.  The loss particularly comes from expenses combined by the Library, Parks, Pool, Concessions, Street and Cemetery departments during 2025. Blome suggested the equity transfer Julie spoke of be done within the next couple months; he and Julie suggest $250,000.00. Blome went through the treasurer’s report explaining all accounts have been reconciled.  Blome suggested the City reach out to Steve McNulty or Brian Schulte to obtain a new amortization schedule for SRF Loan #2. Utilities revenues are down for the month, ambulance billings are up, fewer capital expenditures in the water department, and general government expenses are down compared to this time last year except for street due to the purchase of the sander. Blome also spoke of some changes to payroll regarding overtime possibly being exempt from being taxed.  BMG staff will continue to work with city staff to educate employees.  Council Member Nate Patton moved to approve the Treasurers Report and to pay the claims, Wesley Halvorsen seconded.  Roll Call: Yeas: Jerry Werner, Nate Patton, Wesley Halvorsen, Robert Johnson. Nays: none.

ABC TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, INC. - 160.00, AKRS - 9.99, ANTES FAMILY HARDWARE LLC - 1142.75, BENEFIEL TOWING - 216.72, BLUE VALLEY PUBLIC SAFETY, INC. - 4935.00, BMG CPA'S - 3228.80, BORDER STATES INDUSTRIES, INC. - 1718.52, BRANDT, HORAN, HALLSTROM & STILMOCK - 780.00, BRENT TETEN - 330.54, CAPITAL BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC. - 32.55, 155.14, CLEANING AUTHORITY - 349.32, 306.72, COLUMN SOFTWARE PBC - 31.50, CREATIVE SITES - 380258.50, CULLIGAN WATER - 29.79, DANKO EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT CO. - 4286.84, DAVE & THERESE JUILFS - 350.00, DEMCO, INC. - 462.42, DEREK HARMS - 5250.00, DTS TECHNOLOGY - 10.64, DUTTON LAINSON CO. - 11392.20, EASTER & ASSOCIATES - 1000.00, ERIN BETH DESIGNS - 205.00, 80.00, FIREGUARD, LLC - 333.10, FIVE NINES TECHNOLOGY GROUP - 887.18, 3504.48, GOOSE CREEK SMALL ENGINE - 44.84, GOTTULA PROPANE SERVICE, INC. - 1215.62, HEMJE PLBG., HTG. AND AIR COND - 66.00, HOLIDAY OUTDOOR DECOR - 581.25, INVOICE CLOUD INC - 489.70, JEO CONSULTING GROUP, INC. - 6391.25, KATE ZOST - 25.74, MAINELLI MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS, INC. - 1143.76, MIDWEST LABORATORIES, INC. - 592.40, NDWEE - 102075.74, 14188.10, NEBRASKA PUBLIC HEALTH ENVIRONMENTAL LAB - 733.00, NEBRASKA RURAL WATER ASSOC. - 400.00, NEXT-GEN CLEANING - 400.00, OLSSON ASSOCIATES - 827.91, ONE CALL CONCEPTS, INC. - 16.40, OPPD - 128284.20, OTOE COUNTY - 91.06, OTOE COUNTY TREASURER - 668.36, PETTY CASH - 115.29, PFEIFFER WELDING & MACHINE LLC - 603.60, PINPOINT COMMUNICATIONS - 13.30, POINT C - 115.50, RANDY HASCALL - 100.00, SEGRA - 2340.46, SYRACUSE FRESH MARKET - 17.77, SYRACUSE IRON WORKS - 268.55, SYRACUSE LUMBER CO. - 142.81, SYRACUSE MOTOR SUPPLY - 59.46, TCA OUTDOOR POWER - 532.79, THE ADDED TOUCH - 35.00, VAN KIRK BROTHERS CONSTRUCTION - 217975.40, VERIZON - 1001.41, WATTS ELECTRIC - 18632.76, WELCH LAW FIRM - 565.08, WINDSTREAM - 92.91.
Claims paid outside of the December 10th meeting date include: POINT C – 121.07, 162.15, 465.52, PRINCIPAL LIFE INSUR – 1580.20, ADAM BADBERG – 3791.64, JARED BICKFORD – 1729.85, TYLER COLLIN – 3235.88, TERA EDEN – 2503.03, KELLY FARMER – 5204.11, LEAH GANZEL – 975.22, SARAH GANZEL – 184.88, SONNI GRAVES – 4308.23, MELISSA JUILFS – 3669.33, JESSICA MEYER – 5896.87,  IAN MITCHELL – 3194.86, JULIE SLAFTER – 2561.70,  CURTIS STANBERRY – 4250.11, BRENT TETEN – 4091.77, DEB MCWILLIAMS – 437.35, BRIAN VODICKA – 3606.60, JEFF VOGT – 4511.67, THOMAS JONES – 208.76, DEB DETTMER – 621.07, KRISTINE GERKING – 156.99, ROBERT JOHNSON – 187.79, WESLEY HALVORSEN – 207.79, BRUCE NEEMANN – 1980.21, NATE PATTON – 230.88, JERRY WERNER – 230.88, HILLARY WIEBUSCH – 200.00, JEN STAACK – 250.00, KODY CARDINAL – 300.00, MARCIA SCHEINOST – 350.00, SCOTT WIEBUSCH – 450.00, TIM WILSON – 400.00, SCHUYLAR ARGO – 150.00, AFLAC – 124.44, MEDICA – 17776.90, BRANDON CAMPBELL – 368.43, AARON CARLSON – 524.70, JUSTINE THOMAS – 258.58, SHARON VANHOUSEN – 301.90, KATE ZOST 258.58, CANON FINANCIAL – 101.06.   

Council Member Nate Patton moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 P.M., Wesley Halvorsen seconded.  Roll Call: Yeas: Robert Johnson, Wesley Halvorsen, Nate Patton, Jerry Werner.  Nays: none.

I the undersigned City Administrator hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the proceedings had and done by the Mayor and Council; that all of the subjects included in the foregoing proceedings were contained in the agenda for the meeting; kept continually and available for inspection at the office of the City Clerk; that such subjects were contained in the said agenda for at least twenty-four  hours prior to the said meeting; that at least one copy of the reproducible material discussed at the meeting was available at the meeting for the examination and copying by members of the public; that the said minutes were in written form and available for public inspection within ten working days or prior to the next convened meeting of the body; that all news media requesting notification concerning time and place of said body were provided advance notification of time and place of said meeting and subjects to be discussed at said meeting.
								
							


__________________________                   __________________________                   
City Clerk                                                       Mayor

